April 11, 2007

MEMORANDUM TO:  Terence L. Chan, Chief
Piping and NDE Branch
Division of Component Integrity
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

FROM: John C. Tsao /RA/
Piping and NDE Branch
Division of Component Integrity
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF PUBLIC MEETING WITH NUCLEAR ENERGY
INSTITUTE REGARDING PROPOSED REVISION TO TITLE
10 OF THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS (10 CFR) 50.55a
ON APRIL 3, 2007

On April 3, 2007, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff met with Nuclear Energy
Institute (NEI) representatives in a public meeting at the NRC headquarters to discuss NEI's
proposed revision to 10 CFR Part 50.55a. A list of meeting attendees and the NEI’s
presentation slides are enclosed.

On March 7, 2007, NEI sent to the NRC for information, its white paper on “Improving the
Effectiveness of 10 CFR 50.55a, Code and Standards,” (ADAMS Accession ML070940157).
The white paper formed the basis for discussion during the meeting. The white paper
established the following hierarchy: (1) establish the American Society of Mechanical Engineers
(ASME) Code as part of the plant-specific current licensing basis (CLB), (2) establish
performance criteria to monitor conformance to CLB, and (3) monitor conformance of
inspections and reports.

To support the above hierarchy, the white paper proposed the following 3 options: (1) revise

10 CFR 50.55a to require that the “Code of Record” be maintained in the Updated Final Safety
Analysis Report by 10 CFR 50.71 and controlled by 10 CFR 50.59, (2) modify 10 CFR 50.55a to
specify screening criteria to permit changes to the Code of Record without prior NRC approval,
and (3) revise 10 CFR 50.55a to specify integrated risk-informed evaluation criteria to permit
changes to risk-informed inservice inspection, inservice testing, and repair/replacement
programs without prior NRC approval.

The majority of the discussion centered around the incorporation by reference of the ASME
Code in 10 CFR 50.55a and the process of evaluating the acceptability of changes or
alternatives to ASME Code requirements. In the meeting, the NRC staff asked for clarifications
with respect to the proposed options and provided preliminary concerns and observations
regarding the proposed revision. The NRC staff stated that it would respond to the NEI formally
regarding the proposed revision in the near future. NEI indicated that it plans to submit a
petition for rulemaking in the Fall 2007, contingent upon favorable NRC response to the
proposed revision.
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ENCLOSURE 1
LIST OF ATTENDEES

Public Meeting to discuss NEI proposed revision Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations
50.55a, “Codes and Standards”, on April 3, 2007, in the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)

headquarters.

NAME AFFILIATION EMAIL ADDRESS

John Tsao NRC/DCI JCT@nrc.gov

Isaac Anchondo NRC/DCI JAA1@nrc.gov

Ray West Dominion Raymond.A.West@dom.com
Kevin Ennis ASME ennisk@ASME.org

Andrew Detar ASME/Westinghouse detara@westinghouse.com
Heather Detar ASME/Westinghouse detarhl@westinghouse.com
Ken Balkey ASME/Westinghouse balkeykr@westinghouse.com
Kim Gruss NRO/DE KAG1@nrc.gov

Mark Padovan NRR/DPR/PRAD LMP@nrc.gov

Michael Case NRR/DPR MJC@nrc.gov

Yeon Ki Chung NRR/DLR/RLRC yeonkichung@yahoo.com
Ken Heck NRR KCH1@nrc.gov

Jennifer Dixon-Herrity NRO/DE/EMB2 JLD@nrc.gov

George Wilson NRR/DE/EEEA GAW1@nrc.gov

Allen Howe NRR/DE/EICB AGH1@nrc.gov

Paul Loeser NRR/DE/EICB PJL@nrc.gov

Jennifer Uhle NRC/RES JXU1@nrc.gov

Carol Moyer NRC/RES CEM3@nrc.gov

Lee Banic NRC/NRR/DPR MJB@nrc.gov

Wallace Norris NRC/RES WEN@nrc.gov

Mike Schoppman NEI MAS@nei.org

Alex Marion NEI AM@nei.org




James Riley NEI JHR@nei.org
Bill Bateman NRR/DCI WHB@nrc.gov
Edmund Sullivan NRR/DCI EJS@nrc.gov
Terence Chan NRR/DCI/CPNB TLC@nrc.gov
Steven Vias NRC/Region I SJvV@nrc.gov
Satish Aggarwal NRC/RES SKA@nrc.gov
Participants via

telephone bridge lines--

Eric Michel NRC/Region I ECM2@nrc.gov
Robert Carrion NRC/Region I RPC1@nrc.gov
Nancy Chapman Bechtel ngchapma@Bechtel.com
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