March 28, 2007

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

BEFORE THE PRE-LICENSE APPPLICATION PRESIDING OFFICER BOARD

In the Matter of

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY Docket No. PAPO-00
(High-Level Waste Repository:

Pre-Application Matters) ASLBP No. 04-829-01-PAPO
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NRC STAFF RESPONSE TO PAPO BOARD QUESTIONS

On March 5, 2007, the Pre-License Application Presiding Officer (PAPO) Board
held a case management conference. See “Order (Scheduling Case Management
Conference), Feb. 2, 2007. Among the issues discussed at the conference was the
NRC Staff's proposed rulemaking regarding the protection of safeguards information.
See Transcript of PAPO Case Management Conference, March 5, 2007 at 1019-1048;
See also, Order, Feb. 9, 2007 at 5-6; Protection of Safeguards Information, Proposed
Rule, 71 Fed. Reg. 64004 (2006).

With respect to the Staff’'s proposed rulemaking, the PAPO questioned whether
any public comments were received concerning the provision in the proposed rule
requiring a criminal history check. Transcript at 1043-1044. The Staff has reviewed the
comments received on the proposed rule and it appears that two comment letters were
received that addressed the provision regarding a criminal history check. They are:
Letter to A. Vietti-Cook from H. Kramer, Council on Radionuclides and
Radiopharmaceuticals, Inc., December 28, 2006 (ADAMS Accession No.

MLO0700403240) at 2 and Letter to A. Vietti-Cook from D. Walters, the Nuclear Energy
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Institute, January 2, 2007 (ADAMS Accession No. ML0700400730), Enclosure 1 at 8,
16-17.

Respectfully submitted,

IRAI

Marian Zobler
Counsel for NRC Staff

Dated at Rockville, Maryland
This 28™ day of March, 2007
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