
May 22, 2007

The Honorable Thomas R. Carper
Chairman, Subcommittee on Clean Air and Nuclear Safety
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate
Washington, DC  20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed for your information is a copy of a petition for rulemaking (PRM-51-12) requesting that
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) amend its regulations at 10 CFR Part 51,
“Environmental Protection Regulations for Domestic Licensing and Related Regulatory
Functions.”  The petition was submitted on behalf of the State of California by its Attorney
General, Edmund G. Brown, Jr.

The petitioner requests the NRC to undertake rulemaking to rescind certain Part 51 regulations
that declare the potential environmental effects of the approval, construction and operation of
high-density pool storage of spent nuclear fuel are not and cannot be significant for the purposes
of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  The petitioner further requests NRC to
undertake rulemaking to adopt and issue a generic determination that approval of such storage
constitutes a major federal action that may have a significant effect on the human environment.  

Finally, the petitioner requests the NRC to conduct a rulemaking to order that no NRC licensing
decision that approves such storage may be issued without the prior adoption and certification of
an environmental impact statement that complies with NEPA in all respects.  The petitioner
specifies that such NEPA compliance is to include full identification, analysis, and disclosure of
the potential environmental effects of such storage, including the potential for accidental or
deliberately caused (through acts of terrorism) release of radioactive products to the environment.
The petitioner emphasizes the need for the compliance to contain adequate discussion of
potential mitigation for such effects and full discussion of an adequate array of alternatives to the
proposed storage project.

Also enclosed is a copy of the Federal Register notice that contains additional information
concerning the petition.  The notice will be published requesting public comment for a 75-day
period.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director 
Office of Congressional Affairs 

Enclosures:                   
1.  PRM-51-12
2.  Federal Register notice  

cc: Senator George V. Voinovich



     May 22, 1007

The Honorable Rick Boucher
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality
Committee on Energy and Commerce
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC  20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed for your information is a copy of a petition for rulemaking (PRM-51-12) requesting that
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) amend its regulations at 10 CFR Part 51,
“Environmental Protection Regulations for Domestic Licensing and Related Regulatory
Functions.”  The petition was submitted on behalf of the State of California by its Attorney
General, Edmund G. Brown, Jr.

The petitioner requests the NRC to undertake rulemaking to rescind certain Part 51 regulations
that declare the potential environmental effects of the approval, construction and operation of
high-density pool storage of spent nuclear fuel are not and cannot be significant for the purposes
of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  The petitioner further requests NRC to
undertake rulemaking to adopt and issue a generic determination that approval of such storage
constitutes a major federal action that may have a significant effect on the human environment.  

Finally, the petitioner requests the NRC to conduct a rulemaking to order that no NRC licensing
decision that approves such storage  may be issued without the prior adoption and certification of
an environmental impact statement that complies with NEPA in all respects.  The petitioner
specifies that such NEPA compliance is to include full identification, analysis, and disclosure of
the potential environmental effects of such storage, including the potential for accidental or
deliberately caused (through acts of terrorism) release of radioactive products to the environment.
The petitioner emphasizes the need for the compliance to contain adequate discussion of
potential mitigation for such effects and full discussion of an adequate array of alternatives to the
proposed storage project.

Also enclosed is a copy of the Federal Register notice that contains additional information
concerning the petition.  The notice will be published requesting public comment for a 75-day
period.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director 
Office of Congressional Affairs 

Enclosures:                   
1.  PRM-51-12
2.  Federal Register notice  

cc: Representative J. Dennis Hastert



May 22, 2007

The Honorable Rick Boucher
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality
Committee on Energy and Commerce
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC  20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed for your information is a copy of a petition for rulemaking (PRM-51-12) requesting that
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) amend its regulations at 10 CFR Part 51,
“Environmental Protection Regulations for Domestic Licensing and Related Regulatory
Functions.”  The petition was submitted on behalf of the State of California by its Attorney
General, Edmund G. Brown, Jr.

The petitioner requests the NRC to undertake rulemaking to rescind certain Part 51 regulations
that declare the potential environmental effects of the approval, construction and operation of
high-density pool storage of spent nuclear fuel are not and cannot be significant for the purposes
of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  The petitioner further requests NRC to
undertake rulemaking to adopt and issue a generic determination that approval of such storage
constitutes a major federal action that may have a significant effect on the human environment.  

Finally, the petitioner requests the NRC to conduct a rulemaking to order that no NRC licensing
decision that approves such storage  may be issued without the prior adoption and certification of
an environmental impact statement that complies with NEPA in all respects.  The petitioner
specifies that such NEPA compliance is to include full identification, analysis, and disclosure of
the potential environmental effects of such storage, including the potential for accidental or
deliberately caused (through acts of terrorism) release of radioactive products to the environment.
The petitioner emphasizes the need for the compliance to contain adequate discussion of
potential mitigation for such effects and full discussion of an adequate array of alternatives to the
proposed storage project.

Also enclosed is a copy of the Federal Register notice that contains additional information
concerning the petition.  The notice will be published requesting public comment for a 75-day
period.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED B Y:

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director 
Office of Congressional Affairs 

Enclosures:                                Identical letter sent to: The Honorable Thomas R. Carper

 1.  PRM-51-12                           cc: Senator George V. Voinovich 

2.  Federal Register notice  
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