
April 27, 2007

Lee A. Gard
Institute of Nuclear Power Operations
700 Galleria Parkway
Atlanta, Ga. 30339-5957

Dear Mr. Gard:

I am responding to your letter dated January 12, 2007, regarding Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) use of the Institute of Nuclear Power Operations (INPO) documents,
specifically the Nuclear Network documents on Operating Experience (OE).  I would like to
update you on our efforts to ensure that NRC use of INPO documents is in accordance with the
current memorandum of agreement (reference ADAMS Accession No. ML060060035) between
NRC and INPO, effective November 14, 2005. 

NRC will revise the applicable inspection manual chapters to state that inspection reports will
not refer to INPO proprietary reports or documents, or to INPO reference numbers.  Inspection
procedures that have inspectors review operating experience will be revised to differentiate
between NRC, INPO, and other industry operating experience.  There will be direction to refer
to NRC guidance on the use of INPO documents prior to reviewing any INPO documents.  The
current NRC guidance specifies that NRC personnel should not take possession of INPO
evaluation documents, make copies for NRC internal distribution absent extraordinary
circumstances, or use these documents to form a basis for regulatory action. 

We will also request that the four NRC regional offices review with the inspection staff the NRC
guidance regarding treatment of INPO documents.  We do not plan to revise inspection reports
which have already been issued to remove references to Nuclear Network OE.  NRC
acknowledges that the industry’s use of the INPO Nuclear Network is valuable, and NRC will
continue to work with INPO on the proper use and application of operating experience.  Please
contact me if you have any further questions or concerns with NRC inspection reports and the
NRC’s use of INPO documents.     

Sincerely,

   /RA/ Elmo E. Collins for

Stuart A. Richards, Deputy Director
Division of Inspection and Regional Support
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: See next page
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Memorandum To: L. Gard       Dated - April 27, 2007

cc:  S. Collins, RI
M. Dapas, RI
R. Blough, RI
D. Lew, RI
J. Clifford, RI
M. Gamberoni, RI
W. Travers, RII
V. McCree, RII
H. Christensen, RII
J. Shea, RII
C. Casto, RII
K. Kennedy, RII
J. Caldwell, RIII
G. Grant, RIII
A. Boland, RIII
M. Satorius, RIII
C. Pederson, RIII
S. West, RIII
B. Mallett, RIV
T. Gwynn, RIV
D. Chamberlain, RIV
A. Howell, RIV
A. Vegel, RIV
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