
UNITED STATES

   NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
    REGION I

475 ALLENDALE ROAD
KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19406-1415 

March 30, 2007

Docket No. 03029462 License No. 45-23645-01NA

Chief of Naval Operations
Environmental Readiness Division (N45)
ATTN: CAPT Lino Fragoso, Ph.D.

Executive Secretary, Radiation Safety Committee
Radiological Controls and Health Branch
2000 Navy Pentagon (NC-1 Suite 2000)
Washington, DC 20350-2000

SUBJECT: NAVY LETTER DATED JULY 5, 2005, CONTROL NO. 137326

Dear CAPT Fragoso:

Your letter dated July 5, 2005, transmitted the Final Status Survey (FSS) for Building 150 at the
Bethesda National Naval Medical Center contained in your enclosed document  “New World
Technology Final Report, Building 150/Underground Storage Tank Decommissioning Project,
Bethesda National Naval Medical Center,” dated January 2004.   

This document contained the details of the remediation of and the FSS for Building 150 and two
underground storage tanks (USTs) located at the Naval Medical Research Laboratory (NMRL)
in Bethesda, Maryland.  The report explained the source of the cobalt 60 contamination within
Building 150.  The discussion, however, regarding the remediation for two USTs containing
tritium contamination, did not explain the source of the contamination, and there were no details
concerning where the sewer lines terminated.  As discussed with you during the NRC
inspection in November 2006, we request that you provide sufficient information concerning the
USTs and their associated sewer lines to allow us to determine the radiological status of the
site.  The docket file for AEC License No.19-2891-03 that you requested to assist in your
historical characterization of the site was sent to the National Archives in 2002 and can be
viewed at their office in Columbia, Maryland.

We will continue our review of the radiological status of Building 150 and its associated USTs
upon receipt of this additional information.  In the future, please involve NRC in the
decommissioning process as soon as possible, so that we can complete any required actions
on our part, including in-process inspections. 
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Current NRC regulations and guidance are included on the NRC’s website at www.nrc.gov;
select Nuclear Materials; Medical, Industrial, and Academic Uses of Nuclear Material;
then  Regulations, Guidance, and Communications Page.  You may also obtain these
documents by contacting the Government Printing Office (GPO) toll-free at 1-888-293-6498. 
The GPO is open from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. EST, Monday through Friday (except Federal
holidays).

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Original signed by Marie Miller
Marie Miller, Chief
Materials Security and Industrial Branch
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety
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