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Subject

Trip report on participation in the meeting of a drafting group of the International Basic Safety
Standards Cosponsoring Organizations in the area of emergency preparedness.

Dates of Travel and Countries/Organizations Visited

March 27-March 28, 2007 OECD/NEA  Paris France

Author, Title and Agency Affiliation

Patricia A. Milligan, Sr. Advisor Emergency Preparedness, NRC/NSIR/DPR/EPD

Background/Purpose

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and potential Basic Safety Standards (BSS)
cosponsoring organizations hosted a meeting to consider and advise draft text for a revised
International BSS in the area of emergency preparedness.  The meeting was cosponsored
jointly with the IAEA Secretariat.  The objective of the meeting was to review the current draft of
a revised BSS (Section III-Requirements for emergency action) and prepare proposed
revisions.  The product of the meeting will be forwarded to the IAEA Secretariat, who will
compile a complete draft of a revised BSS for consideration by IAEA Safety Standards
Committees. 

The assembled participants carefully reviewed the draft BSS and identified several
areas that required reconsideration.  These included:

1.  Development of a working definition of emergency response to facilitate assignment
of responsibilities to planning and response phases.
2. Adoption of draft ICRP standards.
3. Revision to goals of emergency preparedness to include eliminating a currently stated
goal of preventing stochastic effects.
4. Discussion to eliminate from the standards medical requirements for long-term
monitoring for early detection of  “stochastic effects.”
5. Discussion regarding stakeholder participation in emergency preparedness planning
efforts.
6. Iodine prophylaxis.
7. Recommendation to delete reference to collective dose as part of emergency 
planning considerations.
8. Discussion of role of member countries in international events; should countries



prescribe protective measures for their citizens that are in another country during a
radiological event in that country?   The group proposed that this type of intervention
was no different from that which occurs during natural disasters, political uprisings, and
war.
9.  Need to clarify the various “levels” referred to in current BSS; i.e. reference levels,
action levels, intervention levels, OILS, etc.
10.  Does emergency preparedness and response really include intermediate and late
phase actions? 
11.  What level of agricultural/food limits are appropriate in BSS? Should they be
included by reference?
12.  What level of detail regarding dose limits are appropriate in BSS?  Should they be
included by reference? 
13. The importance of recognizing the social, economic and political consequences of
emergency preparedness and response. 

The group worked and developed draft language that will be assembled into a proposed
revision for the draft BSS.   The NEA and IAEA Secretariat representatives will finalize the
language and send the draft to the working group for review and approval prior to submission to
IAEA.  It is expected that the draft will be sent to the working group no later than April 27, 2007,
with comments back to NEA by May 15, 2007.

Pending Actions/Planned Next Steps for NRC

Review and comment on proposed draft of IAEA BSS for EP

Points for Commission Consideration/Items of Interest

The adoption of draft ICRP standards into BSS for EP. What are the implications of adopting
these recommendations into the BSS for emergency preparedness?

Conclusion

NRC staff participation in working groups drafting revisions to important international standards 
documents are important in ensuring that NRC viewpoints are considered.   It also allows for 
useful exchange of information and ideas regarding emergency planning.  Participation on
working groups drafting revisions to international safety standards supports the agency goal of
increased public confidence.
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