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From: <ghalnon @firstenergycorp.com>
To: <nrcrep@nrc.gov>
Date: Tue, Mar 27, 2007 3:50 PM
Subject: Comments on Proposed Rule: Enforcement Policy

(See attached file: Comments on NRC Plan to Revise NRC Enforcement
Policy.doc)

NOTE THE CHANGE IN AKRON OFFICE BELOW:
Greg Halnon
Director Regulatory Affairs
FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company
76 S Main St
A-GO-2
Akron, OH 44308
Akron Office: 330-384-5638
Cell: 330-962-3710
Fax: 330-315-9577
Pager: 330-504-2606

The information contained in this message is intended only for the
personal and confidential use of the recipient(s) named above. If
the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or an
agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that you have received this document in error
and that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of
this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us immediately, and delete
the original message.
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Subject: Comments on NRC Plan to Revise NRC Enforcement Policy

Federal Register Notice 72FR3429 requested public comments on the NRC Plan
to Revise NRC Enforcement Policy. FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company
(FENOC) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on this plan as
requested by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in the Federal Register,
dated January 25, 2007.

FENOC endorses the comments provided by the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI)
on March 26, 2007. In addition to the comments provided by NEI, FENOC would
like to emphasize the use of the Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) process in
enforcement and the need for a consistent, objective enforcement policy.

One of the underlying premises of the Reactor Oversight Process (ROP) is that
licensees should be encouraged to find and correct their own issues. The ADR
process should reinforce that philosophy. In that regard, the ADR process
should create incentives and rewards for licensees who engage in their own
efforts to address the issue prior to NRC intervention. For example, addressing
the issue promptly and effectively should result in enforcement discretion. There
should also be measures in place to track the agreements that are made
between the NRC and the licensee as a result of the ADR, so that both the NRC
and the licensee are accountable to implement the agreement. The failure of
either party to live up to the ADR agreement is a disincentive for future use of the
ADR process.

Another one of the underlying premises of the Reactor Oversight Process (ROP)
is that the oversight process should be consistent, objective, and predictable.
The Enforcement Policy should reflect this underlying premise, including
consistency between regions and sections within the NRC.

FENOC supports the NRC's efforts to revise the Enforcement Policy. However,
we believe that it is important for the revised Enforcement Policy to provide
additional incentives for implementing the ADR policy and to ensure consistent,
objective, and predictable enforcement. We look forward to commenting on the
revised Enforcement Policy in the future.

Gregory H. Halnon
Director Fleet Regulatory Affairs
FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company


