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Mr. John Nicholson 
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission - Region I 
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King of Prussia, Pennsylvania, 19406 

c - 

Subject: Disposal of Unimportant Quantities of Source Material 

Dear, Mr. Nicholson, 

The Homer Laughlin China Company would like to take advantage of 10 CFR 40.13(a) to treat 
residual wastes at it’s Newell, WV facility as “unimportant quantities” of source material. These 
wastes resulted from the use of uranium glaze in the historical production of ceramic tableware. 
These residual wastes contain, on average, levels of uranium (natural or depleted) below 0.05% 
by weight. Characterization data has been included in Attachment 1. Additionally, under 10 
CFR 40.13 (c)(2)(i), glazed ceramic tableware is considered an “unimportant quantity” provided 
the tableware does not contain greater than 0.20% by weight uranium. 

Homer Laughlin intends to use this classification to transfer these residual wastes to the Waste 
Control Specialists (WCS) facility in Andrews, Texas for disposal. As appropriate, these 
materials will be blended to assure that each shipment meets the definition of “unimportant 
quantities” of source material. Transfer of these materials will be conducted consistent with 
WCS license conditions. Disposal of materials will utilize micro-encapsulation to meet 
appropriate lead disposal requirements. 

Approval of this request is consistent with the NRC proposed changes to Part 40 (Federal 
Register of August 28,2002, pgs 55175-55179) and the Commission’s memorandum dated 
January 17,2007, “Staff Requirements - Briefing on the Status of Decommissioning Activities, 
1 :30 P.M., December l1,2006”(Reference M061211). Homer Laughlin requests timely review 
and approval of this request so that disposition of this waste material can be completed. 
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Please contact Mr. Glenn Bouscher @ (304)- 387-1300 ext 447 or gbouscher@hlchina.com if 
you require any additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Glenn Bouscher 
Director of Purchasing 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
2006 Homer Laughlin China Company Characterization Data 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
2006 Homer Laughlin China Company Characterization Data 

* - Sample collected from glaze material of concrete block I metal carboy. Source term volume very small compared to total container volume 

** - Source term is glaze material on metal canister. Source term volume small compared to total container volume. 

Page 2 of 2 


