
March 21, 2007

The Honorable Vayl Oxford
Domestic Nuclear Detection Office
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, D.C.  20528

Dear Mr. Oxford:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I would like to recognize
the efforts of the Domestic Nuclear Detection Office (DNDO) in working with the NRC and the
States in establishing a national detection program, as described during the September 28,
2006, annual meeting of the Organization of Agreement States.  

As you are aware, State Radiation Control Programs have expressed concerns
regarding requests for information from multiple Federal agencies and have noted the request
from DNDO to develop a licensing database to support its nationwide nuclear detection system
as an example.  The States note that, although they have resource concerns about requests
from multiple Federal agencies, they believe it is important to cooperate in the furtherance of
the national security objective for the security of radioactive materials of highest concern.  The
Commission tasked the NRC staff to examine the States’ concerns, including the potential
costs to States resulting from requests from other agencies seeking licensee information. 
While the staff was not able to assess the impacts on all States, it did obtain useful feedback
from some.  I have enclosed the State of Colorado’s preliminary assessment of potential costs
for their radiation control program for your information.  Please note that costs incurred by other
State and local agencies are not included in this assessment.  Extrapolating the State of
Colorado’s assessment to a larger State with major ports, such as California, results in costs
that could be as high as $5.4 million per year. 

The NRC has a well-developed communication infrastructure with State Radiation
Control Programs, which was recently used to help Customs and Border Protection successfully
fulfill its Congressional radioactive material security commitment.  The Commission offers our
assistance in facilitating State and DNDO interaction to achieve a manageable nationwide
domestic nuclear detection program that meets the needs of the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security, and we look forward to continuing to work with DNDO to establish a detection program
that is risk-informed.

Commissioner Peter B. Lyons is the Commission level point-of-contact for this issue and
is available to facilitate collaboration between DNDO and the State Radiation Control Programs. 
For coordination on State issues, please continue to contact Ms. Janet Schlueter, Director,
Division of Materials Safety and State Agreements, Office of Federal and State Materials and
Environmental Management Programs, at 301-415-3340.  For coordination of DNDO-related 
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items, your staff should continue to contact Dr. Cynthia Jones, Senior Technical Advisor for
Nuclear Security, Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response, at 301-415-0298.

Sincerely,

     /RA/

Dale E. Klein

Enclosure:
State of Colorado Cost Assessment
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