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Mark:

Pls. see article about recent Red-Cockaded Woodpecker release at Southern
Company. This is part of the Southern Company Power of Flight program we
discussed with the PNNL people last week. Pls. provide to the appropriate
person at PNNL. | can provide formally for the docket, if needed. We are
also involved in a Safe Harbor Agreement with Georgia DNR for the
Red-Cockaded WP.

| got your message on the phonecall. | will check on an alternate date.

TCM
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Media stewardship tour includes woodpecker release

*

With

the E'
eyes

of

national, regional and local media watching, two red-
cockaded woodpeckers, one male and one female,
emerged from a cavity within a longleaf pine tree, met
again momentarily on a branch and then swiftly flew off
into their new habitat.

Photos courtesy of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

The pre-dawn “translocation,” in which the endangered
birds are released into a more hospitable environment,
was the latest example of Southern Company
stewardship, this time conducted as part of an educational
tour for environmental and trade reporters.

The woodpecker release took place Oct. 19 in the
Talladega National Forest near Anniston, Ala. The group
witnessed a vivid, real-time glimpse of the Power of Flight,
a partnership between Southern Company and the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation that seeks to
conserve birds through habitat restoration and
environmental education.

Launched in 2002, the program is the largest public-
private funding effort for bird conservation in the South.
Southern Company has committed more than $500,000
through the program to support the recovery of the red-
cockaded woodpecker, a once-thriving bird species whose
population has greatly dwindled over the years, and its
habitat.

The birds released this month were among six recently
brought to the Talladega National Forest from Fort
Benning, Ga. The forest, rich in longleaf pines and with
ample wide open spaces, is considered an optimal nesting
and foraging environment for the birds.

Participating in the tour were representatives from print,
broadcast and online media. The group also visited
nearby Plant Gadsden, where they witnessed two
examples of Southern Company’s commitment to
technological solutions to environmental challenges — a
demonstration of cutting-edge biomass technology using
switchgrass combined with coal to generate electricity and
a pilot project testing new ways to capture mercury, sulfur
dioxide and fine particulate matter.
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