
 
 
From:  "Pierce, Chuck R." <CRPIERCE@southernco.com> 
To:   "Samuel Lee" <SSL@nrc.gov> 
Date:   9/7/2006 10:28:18 AM  
Subject:  Limited Work Authorization  
cc:   "Christian Araguas" <CJA2@nrc.gov>,"Dale M. Lloyd" 
<DMLLOYD@southernco.com>,"James T. Davis" <JTDAVIS@southernco.com>,"Thomas O. 
McCallum" <TOMCCALL@southernco.com>  
 
Sam, 
 
This e-mail serves to expand on some of our discussions yesterday regarding 
our use of the limited work authorization process for the Vogtle site.   
 
The upper 100 feet of the Vogtle site consists of loose sands and limestone 
layers that are generally considered unsuitable for nuclear plant 
construction.  SNC currently plans to excavate these layers (up to 4 to 5 
million cubic yards of material) and replace with engineered backfill.  This 
is the same general approach that was performed during the construction of 
Vogtle Units 1 and 2.  The construction schedule has not firmly established 
(and a final decision to construct has not yet been made) but general input 
is that the process for excavation and backfill will require a minimum of 18 
months.    
 
In order to begin first concrete shortly after receipt of a COL, this 
suggests that excavation and backfill will need to begin a minimum of 18 
months prior to receipt of the COL.  Currently, SNC views the ESP application 
to provide for LWA-1 needs for excavation to begin about 18 months prior to 
receipt of the COL with other options for backfill being considered.   
 
I've attached a series of slides that have been provided to the NRC in the 
past.  The first slide shows the various layers of material below the Vogtle 
site.  The second slide shows one variation of an excavation plan for this 
material.  The third slide shows this type of construction activity being 
performed for Vogtle 1 and 2 in the late 1970s.  The fourth slide shows 
another cross section of the excavation plans. 
 
I hope this helps.  Please call me at 205-992-7872 if you have any questions. 
 
Chuck 
 
 <<Sam Lee.ppt>>  
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