MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

March 27, 2007

Bill VonTill, Chief
Uranium Recovery Branch
Division of Waste Management
and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs

Myron Fliegel, Senior Project Manager /RA/
Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch
Division of Waste Management
and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs

MARCH 15, 2007 PUBLIC MEETING WITH THE NATIONAL MINING
ASSOCIATION REGARDING RULEMAKING ON GROUNDWATER
PROTECTION AT URANIUM /N SITU LEACH FACILITIES

On March 15, 2007, a public meeting was held at the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s
(NRC’s) headquarters in Rockville, Maryland, to elicit the views of the National Mining
Association regarding a rulemaking addressing groundwater protection at uranium in situ leach
(ISL) facilities. Enclosed is a summary of the meeting.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice for Domestic Licensing
Proceedings and Issuance of Orders,” a copy of this letter will be available electronically for
public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records
(PARS) component of NRC’s document system (ADAMS). ADAMS is accessible from the NRC
Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.
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Meeting Summary
Uranium In Situ Leach Facility Rulemaking
Meeting with National Mining Association

Date/Time of Meeting: March 15, 2007, 2:00 p.m.

Location of Meeting:  Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Two White Flint North
Room T8E-8

Agenda: Attachment 1

Attendees: Attachment 2

Summary:

The meeting was held to obtain the views of the uranium milling industry with regard to a
rulemaking addressing groundwater protection at uranium in situ leach (ISL) facilities. The
rulemaking effort was initiated in compliance with Staff Requirements Memorandum COMJSM-
06-0001, dated March 24, 2006. The commission recently directed the staff to meet with the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the National Mining Association (NMA) to
elicit their views. The staff had met separately with EPA on several occasions and EPA staff
participated in this meeting with the NMA.

The NMA participants stated that its members agreed that the groundwater cleanup standards
for conventional mills in criterion 5 of 10 CFR 40, Appendix A are appropriate standards for
restoration of mining zones at ISLs. The NMA stated that it was most desirous that the rule
clearly allow an alternate concentration limit (ACL) as a standard for groundwater restoration at
ISLs. Although the use of ACLs are discussed in staff guidance (specifically in NUREG-1569)
and explicitly allowed in criterion 5B(5)(c) of Part 40, Appendix A, NMA stated that it prefers a
rule that specifically permits the use of ACLs as a standard for restoration of groundwater at
ISLs.

NMA also stated that it believed (and NRC staff agreed) that a State’s class-of-use designation
of an aquifer should be considered by NRC in reviewing a proposed ACL for ISL groundwater
restoration. With regard to deferral of groundwater protection at ISLs, NMA understood that
deferral to a State under the underground injection control program could only be considered if
the State was implementing a groundwater program compatible to or more restrictive than
NRC’s program.

The meeting concluded at 4:00 p.m.
Attachments:

1. Meeting agenda
2. Meeting attendance list
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MEETING AGENDA
National Mining Association
Thursday, March 15, 2007

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

MEETING PURPOSE: Obtain National Mining Association’s Views on Rulemaking Regarding
Groundwater Protection at Uranium /n Situ Leach Facilities.

MEETING PROCESS:

Time Topic Lead

2:00 p.m. Welcome and introductory remarks Moderator
Introductions All
Discussion of ISL rule All
Summary of Action Items Moderator

Public comments/questions

4:00 p.m. Adjourn

Attachment 1



MEETING ATTENDEES

Date: March 15, 2007

Subject: National Mining Association on ISL Rulemaking
NAME AFFILIATION PHONE E-MAIL
NUMBER

Mike Fliegel NRC 301-415-6629 | mhf1@nrc.gov
Roy Simon OGWDW/EPA 202-564-3868 | simon.roy@epa.gov
Keith McConnell NRC 301-415-7295 | kim@nrc.gov
Larry Camper NRC 301-415-7437 | lwc@nrc.gov
Loren Setlow EPA/RPD 202-343-9445 | setlow.loren@epa.gov
Brian Littleton EPA/RPD 202-343-9216 | littleton.brian@epa.gov
Anthony J. Thompson & 202-496-0780 | AJUTHOMPSON@ATHOMPSON
Thompson Simmons LAW.COM

Katie Sweeney

Nat’l Mining Ass’n

202-463-2627

ksweeney@nma.org

William Paul Mestena Uranium | 361-884-2191 | pgoranson@mestenainc.com
Goranson LLC (NMA)

Bill VonTill NRC 301-415-0598 | rwv@nrc.gov

Gary comfort NRC 301-415-8106 | gccli@nrc.gov

Bill Rautzen NRC 301-415-7206 | wrr@nrc.gov

Susan Stahle EPA/OGC 202-564-1272 | stahle.susan@epa.gov
Marilyn Ginsberg | EPA/OW 202-564-3881 | ginsberg.marilyn@epa.gov
Ron Linton NRC 301-415-7777 | rcl1@nrc.gov

Latif Hamdan ACNW 301-415-6639 | Ish@nrc.gov

John Hull OGC - NRC 301-415-1573 | jth@nrc.gov

Francis Cameron | OGC - NRC 301-415-1642 | chipcamx@msn.com

Attachment 2





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


