From: "Plank, Mark - Washington, DC" <Mark.Plank@wdc.usda.gov>

To: <vincent.howard@gatrans.com>,"Chris Nolan" <MCN@nrc.gov>,"Mark Notich"
<mdn@nrc.gov>,"Carolyn Pait" <carolyn.pait@opc.com>,"Doug Fulle"
<doug.fulle@opc.com>,<tcmoorer@southernco.com>

Date: 11/22/2006 2:04:12 PM
Subject: EIS/Plant Vogtle 500 kV Transmission Line to the New Thomson Substation
cc: "Dennis - Washington DC Rankin" <Dennis.Rankin@wdc.usda.gov>,"Richard -

Washington DC Fristik" <Richard.Fristik@wdc.usda.gov>,"Stephanie - Washington DC Strength"
<Stephanie.Strength@wdc.usda.gov>,"Steven - Washington DC Slovikosky"
<Steven.Slovikosky@wdc.usda.gov>

All

| apologize for the lateness in sending this information out.

| wanted to provide some feedback as to our recommendations for the
proposed transmission line supporting Vogtle Units 3 and 4. Normally in
the RUS EIS process applicants/borrowers would develop and prepare a
macro-corridor study (transmission) and a site selection study for the
substation that could be used in the EIS scoping process. Since this
was not done for the NRC EIS process, we recommend that Southern and the
affiliated applicants prepare either 1) a macro-corridor/site selection
study for inclusion in the DEIS or 2) prepare a macro-corridor/site
selection study and hold public meetings to seek public input on the
studies prior to publication of the DEIS. If the former option is

selected the proposed center line route or corridor would need to be
selected based on public input and identified in the FEIS with the
selected route identified in the ROD (this is applicable to RUS only as

| understand it NRC doesn't publish a ROD). If the later option is
selected the proposed center line route or corridor could be identified

in the DEIS and the final route identified in FEIS; the ROD would

confirm the route alignment.

In order to preserve NRC's schedule we recommend option no.1.

| realize I've thrown around some terms without defining them but the
Georgia Power and Transmission folks understand the context of our
macro-corridor and site-selection studies.



We can discuss these later if necessary but | thought it desirable to
get our recommendations out as soon as possible. Again | apologize for
the delay.

Enjoy your holidays,

Mark

Mark S. Plank, Director

Engineering and Environmental Staff
Federal Preservation Officer

Water and Environmental Programs
Rural Development, Utilities Programs
1400 Independence Ave, SW

Mail Stop 1571, Room 2240

Washington, DC 22050-1571

202-720-1649
Fax: 202-720-0820 or 202-690-0649

mark.plank@wdc.usda.gov
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I apologize for the lateness in sending this information out.

I wanted to provide some feedback as to our recommendations for the proposed transmission line supporting Vogtle Units 3 and
4. Normally in the RUS EIS process applicants/borrowers would develop and prepare a macro-corridor study (transmission) and a
site selection study for the substation that could be used in the EIS scoping process. Since this was not done for the NRC EIS
process, we recommend that Southern and the affiliated applicants prepare either 1) a macro-corridor/site selection study for
inclusion in the DEIS or 2) prepare a macro-corridor/site selection study and hold public meetings to seek public input on the
studies prior to publication of the DEIS. If the former option is selected the proposed center line route or corridor would need to
be selected based on public input and identified in the FEIS with the selected route identified in the ROD (this is applicable to RUS
only as I understand it NRC doesn't publish a ROD). If the later option is selected the proposed center line route or corridor could
be identified in the DEIS and the final route identified in FEIS; the ROD would confirm the route alignment.

In order to preserve NRC's schedule we recommend option no.1.

I realize I've thrown around some terms without defining them but the Georgia Power and Transmission folks understand the
context of our macro-corridor and site-selection studies.

We can discuss these later if necessary but I thought it desirable to get our recommendations out as soon as possible. Again I
apologize for the delay.

Enjoy your holidays,
Mark

Mark S. Plank, Director

Engineering and Environmental Staff
Federal Preservation Officer

Water and Environmental Programs
Rural Development, Utilities Programs
1400 Independence Ave, SW

Mail Stop 1571, Room 2240
Washington, DC 22050-1571

202-720-1649
Fax: 202-720-0820 or 202-690-0649
mark.plank@wdc.usda.gov
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