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IntroductionIntroduction

Discuss early site permit environmental 
review process

Discuss schedule

Discuss how to participate in process

Gather comments on the scope of review
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Key Participants in NRC Key Participants in NRC 
Licensing ProcessLicensing Process

STAKEHOLDERSSTAKEHOLDERS

ApplicantApplicant

Participate Through Public Participate Through Public 
Meetings & HearingsMeetings & Hearings

Regulatory AgencyRegulatory Agency
Licensing AuthorityLicensing Authority

Protect Public Health & SafetyProtect Public Health & Safety

Southern Nuclear Operating CompanySouthern Nuclear Operating Company

Nuclear RegulatoryNuclear Regulatory
CommissionCommission
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What is anWhat is an
Early Site Permit?Early Site Permit?

An NRC decision that ensures that the 
proposed site is suitable for construction 
and operation of a nuclear power plant or 
plants

The permit is not authorization or a decision 
to actually build and operate a plant
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How Does an Early Site How Does an Early Site 
Permit Fit in the Permit Fit in the 

Licensing Process?Licensing Process?

An ESP resolves site suitability issues early

An ESP can be referenced in an application for a 
license to construct a nuclear power plant

An ESP may be combined with an approved 
design when a license to construct a nuclear power 
plant is requested
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Why Does an Applicant Why Does an Applicant 
Want anWant an

Early Site Permit?Early Site Permit?

Allows an applicant to “bank” a site for up 
to 20 years

Reduces licensing uncertainty

Resolves siting issues before construction
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Early Site Permit Review ProcessEarly Site Permit Review Process

Early Site Early Site 
PermitPermit

ApplicationApplication

SafetySafety
ReviewReview

EnvironmentalEnvironmental
ReviewReview

InspectionInspection
ActivitiesActivities

InspectionInspection
ReportsReports

Site Safety & Site Safety & 
EP ReviewEP Review

SafetySafety
EvaluationEvaluation

ReportReport

ACRSACRS
ReviewReview

ACRSACRS
ReportReport

ScopingScoping
ActivitiesActivities

DraftDraft
EISEIS

CommentsComments
On DraftOn Draft

FinalFinal
EISEIS

HearingHearing
CommissionCommission
Decision onDecision on
ApplicationApplication

PublicPublic
ParticipationParticipation

PrePre--App.App.
Public Public MtgMtg
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Site Safety Review ProcessSite Safety Review Process

Site suitability in relation to

Reactor safety – site characteristics pose no 
undue risk for a reactor sited here

Emergency Planning – no significant 
impediments, reasonable assurance plan can 
and will be implemented
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Environmental Review ProcessEnvironmental Review Process
For the Early Site PermitFor the Early Site Permit

at the Plant Vogtle ESP Siteat the Plant Vogtle ESP Site
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National EnvironmentalNational Environmental
Policy ActPolicy Act

NEPA requires Federal agencies to use a systematic 
approach to consider environmental impacts

An environmental impact statement (EIS) is required 
for major Federal actions significantly affecting the 
quality of the human environment

Issuing early site permit is considered a major Federal 
action
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Environmental ReviewEnvironmental Review
ProcessProcess

ApplicationApplication
SubmittedSubmitted Notice of IntentNotice of Intent

Environmental ReviewEnvironmental Review
Site VisitSite Visit

Requests for AdditionalRequests for Additional
Information (Information (RAIsRAIs))

Draft EIS IssuedDraft EIS Issued

HearingHearing

ScopingScoping
ProcessProcess

CommentsComments
on Drafton Draft

PublicPublic
ParticipationParticipation

AgencyAgency
Decision onDecision on
ApplicationApplication

FinalFinal
EIS IssuedEIS Issued

From ACRS and SERFrom ACRS and SER
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Information GatheringInformation Gathering

EISEIS

Early Site PermitEarly Site Permit
ApplicationApplication

Staff’sStaff’s
Site AuditSite Audit

PublicPublic
CommentsComments

State & LocalState & Local
AgenciesAgencies

SocialSocial
ServicesServices

FederalFederal
AgenciesAgencies
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Team ExpertiseTeam Expertise

RadiationRadiation
ProtectionProtection

TerrestrialTerrestrial
EcologyEcology

Atmospheric ScienceAtmospheric Science

Socioeconomics/Socioeconomics/
Environmental JusticeEnvironmental Justice

Land UseLand Use

Archaeology/Cultural ResourcesArchaeology/Cultural Resources

HydrologyHydrology

AquaticAquatic
EcologyEcology

WaterWater
QualityQuality
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Review ScheduleReview Schedule

Scoping through December 4, 2006

Can petition to intervene through December 11, 2006

Issue draft EIS - July 2007

Public Meeting on draft EIS - July 2007

Issue final EIS - May 2008

Commission decision expected 33-35 months after 
application acceptance in September 2006 (includes 
time for hearing process)
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Public InvolvementPublic Involvement

Public interaction during environmental review
Comment periods
Public meetings

Atomic Safety & Licensing Board Hearing
Opportunity to participate provided; deadline to 
file petition to intervene is December 11, 2006

Hearing covers both safety and environmental 
issues
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Environmental ScopingEnvironmental Scoping

Staff is considering what issues should 
be included in the environmental review

Comments and concerns can be provided 
through December 4, 2006
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NRC AddressesNRC Addresses

Provide comments:

By mail at: Chief, Rules and Directives Branch
Division of Administrative Services
Mailstop T-6D59
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC  20555-0001

E-mail at: Vogtle_EIS@nrc.gov

In person at:     11545 Rockville Pike
Rockville, Maryland 20852
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Points of ContactPoints of Contact

Agency points of contact:

Mark Notich, Environmental Project Manager
1 (800) 368-5642, extension 3053

Christian Araguas, Safety Project Manager
1 (800) 368-5642, extension 3637

Documents can be viewed in the “electronic reading 
room” on NRC’s website (www.nrc.gov), at 
www.nrc.gov/reactors/new-reactor-licensing.html, or at 
the Burke County Public Library in Waynesboro, GA
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