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Terms of Reference 

 

The following provides the provisional terms of reference for the technical meeting, TM-33122, to review 
the draft Implementing Guide on Security of Radioactive Waste. 

Background 

In March 2002, the IAEA Board of Governors approved a Plan of Activities to protect against nuclear 
terrorism. The objective of the nuclear security plan was to provide a comprehensive programme of work 
to assist States in enhancing their security measures to prevent nuclear terrorism. 

The present document considers the security of radioactive waste and supplements INFCIRC/225/Rev 4. 
It includes a scheme to categorize waste streams and determine the physical protection measures required 
to secure the waste, to ensure that acts of theft and sabotage involving radioactive waste that could lead to 
unacceptable radiological consequences are minimized. 

Radioactive waste generally varies between innocuous and extremely hazardous and it is a liability rather 
than an asset. Nevertheless such waste can contain a range of materials and substances that could pose a 
radiological hazard to the public as a result of sabotage or other malicious use on a site, or the malicious 
use off-site, e.g. as a radiological dispersal device (RDD) in a public place. Potential insider or external 
adversaries might attempt sabotage on site or the unauthorised removal of radioactive waste to cause one 
of these hazards. 

The objective of this guide is to provide general guidance for regulatory authorities and waste facility 
operators to identify the measures required for the security of radioactive waste within a graded system of 
protection based on the states evaluation of the threat. 

Development Approach 

Several consultancy services were organized from 2003 to 2006 in order to address the issue of security 
of radioactive waste and to propose basis for:  

• identifying particular radioactive waste that should be protected to prevent malicious use;  

• providing a security categorization scheme for radioactive waste based on the potential to 
cause harm if used for malicious purposes; and 

• providing  guidance on security measures within a graded system; 

Objectives of Technical Meeting 

After internal review, the IAEA organizes from 12 to 15 March 2007 a technical meeting to review and 
revise the document as necessary, and to provide recommendations for producing the final draft. 

The Secretariat has identified some key issues that need to be addressed during the technical meeting. In 
particular, the IAEA is expected recommendations from participants on: 

 the use of D-values for developing a security categorization of radioactive waste; 

 the proposed security categorization of radioactive waste, and in particular on the opportunity to 
integrate proliferation concerns;  

 the relevance of the recommended security measures for each radioactive waste security category; 

 how to provide recommendations and examples for the implementation of this guidance. 
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To accomplish this, participants will meet in plenary, and as appropriate, in working groups. 

With regard to the working groups: 

� they will be formed in plenary; 

� working group facilitators will be selected in plenary; 

� working group members will select one or more persons to act as secretaries;  

� written group reports will be issued periodically to facilitate discussion in plenary meetings and the 
development of the meeting report. 

The chairperson of the meeting, the scientific secretaries, other appropriate Secretariat members, and the 
working group facilitators will meet periodically during the week to assess progress, identify areas where 
communications between working groups are needed, etc.  

The chairperson of the meeting and the scientific secretaries will work together during the week to 
prepare a draft meeting report. The meeting report will be reviewed and agreed in plenary prior to 
adjournment. 
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