
January 25, 2007

The Honorable Peter J. Visclosky
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development
Committee on Appropriations
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990, as amended (OBRA-90), requires that the
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) recover approximately 90 percent of its Fiscal
Year (FY) 2007 budget authority through fees. In order to comply with the law, the Commission
is proposing to amend its fee regulations in 10 CFR Parts 170 and 171.

Although a final FY 2007 appropriation has not been enacted, the NRC must proceed with its
FY 2007 fee rule to comply with the OBRA-90 requirement to collect the required fee amounts
by September 30, 2007. To meet this requirement, the NRC must publish, in the Federal
Register, a proposed rule to allow for a 30-day public comment period. Additionally, the NRC
must allow 60 days for the final rule to take effect, in accordance with the requirements for
"major rules" under the Congressional Review Act of 1996. The NRC's proposed fee rule
explains that the fees in the FY 2007 final fee rule will reflect the NRC's FY 2007 enacted
budget.

Enclosed is a copy of the proposed rule which is being transmitted to the Federal Register for
publication. I look forward to receiving public comments on this proposal, which I will consider
in developing the FY 2007 final fee rule.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Jesse L. Funches
Chief Financial Officer

Enclosure:
Proposed Revision to 10 CFR Parts 170 and 171

cc: Representative David L. Hobson
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