
March 7, 2006

MEMORANDUM TO: ACRS Members

FROM: R. Caruso, Senior Staff Engineer /ra/

SUBJECT: ANALYSIS OF EDO RESPONSE TO ACRS LETTER CONCERNING
THE VERMONT YANKEE EXTENDED POWER UPRATE

Attached for your information is a copy of the EDO’s February 9, 2006 response to the ACRS’s
letter of January 4, 2006, concerning the Committee’s review of the proposed Vermont Yankee
Extended Power Uprate (EPU).  A copy of the Committee’s letter is also attached.

Committee Letter

In its letter, the Committee recommended that (1) the application by Entergy for the EPU should
be approved, (2) the requested overpressure credit should be approved, (3) large transient
testing is not warranted, (4) the times available to perform critical operator actions remain
adequate, (5) the proposed interim resolution of the GE methods issue is accetable, (6) the
planned monitoring during power ascension provides adequate assurance that resonant
vibrational modes in the steam dryer will be identified, (7) additional expanded inspection in
support of the EPU is not warranted, and (8) RS-001 has provided a structured process for
review, and its continued use and improvement are encouraged.

EDO Response

The EDO accepted all of these recommendations and conclusions, and noted that the ACRS
had expressed some additional comments concerning the methodology used to assess the
containment overpressure credit issue.  The EDO stated that the staff will consider the ACRS
comments as it develops more explicit guidance as part of the ongoing revisions to RG 1.82.
The staff is currently developing guidance for a new approach that would include statistical
analyses of the uncertainty, as recommended by the ACRS, and it expects to bring the revised
RG to the Committee in the future.

Analysis

The EDO’s response is satisfactory. The staff has taken the Committee’s comments to heart,
and has already described some of its plans with the T/H subcommittee, in January 2006.  The
staff plans to have another version of RG 1.82 ready for the Committee in June 2006.
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