
May 1, 2006

MEMORANDUM TO: John D. Sieber, Chair
ACRS Plant Operations Subcommittee

FROM: E. Thornsbury, Senior Staff Engineer  /RA/

SUBJECT: ANALYSIS OF EDO RESPONSE TO ACRS LETTER ON DRAFT
FINAL REVISION 4 TO REGULATORY GUIDE 1.97, "CRITERIA
FOR ACCIDENT MONITORING INSTRUMENTATION FOR
NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS"

Attached is a copy of the EDO’s April 20, 2006 letter of response to the ACRS’s March 28, 2006
report on the Committee’s review of the Draft Final Revision 4 to Regulatory Guide 1.97,
"Criteria for Accident Monitoring Instrumentation for Nuclear Power Plants."  A copy of the
Committee’s letter is also attached.

Committee Letter

In its letter, the Committee recommended that the staff not issue the draft final Regulatory Guide
1.97, “Criteria for Accident Monitoring Instrumentation for Nuclear Power Plants,“ Revision 4. 
The Committee recommended the staff revise Regulatory Position 1 to allow licensees to adopt
the proposed standard to modify individual accident monitoring instruments without a complete
analysis of all accident monitoring instrumentation.  The Committee agreed that licensees
should not be allowed to partially use the new standard to eliminate or reclassify accident
monitoring instrumentation required by earlier standards unless Revision 4 of the Regulatory
Guide is adopted in its entirety.
 
EDO Response

On April 5, 2006, the staff discussed the ACRS recommendations with Drs. Sieber, Bonaca and
Maynard to obtain further clarification of the Committee’s comments.  On the basis of that
clarification, the staff proposes to modify Regulatory Position 1 to provide additional guidance to
current operating reactor licensees with regard to performing modifications to accident monitoring
instrumentation.

Analysis

The EDO’s response is satisfactory.  The staff plans to present the details of the changes made
to address the Committee’s recommendations at the 532nd meeting.

cc: ACRS Members
SDuraiswamy
MSnodderly
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