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Purpose of Meeting:
• to provide a forum in which stakeholders that are impacted by the 

backfit rule may voice their opinion regarding the CRGR's effectiveness 
and efficiency in reviewing generic communications in accordance with 
the CRGR Charter as it pertains to the NRC backfit rule and 
Commission backfit polices. 

• to give clarification of the backfit rule and its application, and bring forth 
what are the roles and responsibilities of the CRGR. 

• to obtain feedback from stakeholders and a better understanding of any 
concerns that they may have with respect to the CRGR carrying out its 
responsibilities.  

• to obtain stakeholder comments for consideration regarding 
modification of any CRGR procedure or the review process to improve 
effectiveness and efficiency.
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What is Backfitting?
• 10 CFR 50.109, Backfitting (also 70.76, 72.62, and 76.76).
• (a)(1) Backfitting is defined as the modification of or 

addition to systems, structures, components, or design of a 
facility; or the design approval or manufacturing license for 
a facility; or the procedures or organization required to 
design, construct or operate a facility; any of which may 
result from a new or amended provision in the Commission 
rules or the imposition of a regulatory staff position 
interpreting the Commission rules that is either new or 
different from a previously applicable staff position…
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Backfit Rule Exceptions (3), 10 CFR 50.109
• (a)(3) Except as provided in paragraph (a)(4) of this section, the 

Commission shall require the backfitting of a facility only when it 
determines, based on the analysis described in paragraph (c) of this 
section, that there is a substantial increase in the overall protection of the 
public health and safety or the common defense and security to be 
derived from the backfit and that the direct and indirect costs of 
implementation for that facility are justified in view of this increased 
protection.

• (a)(4)(i) That a modification is necessary to bring a facility into 
compliance with a license or the rules or orders of the Commission, or 
into conformance with written commitments by the licensee; or

• (a)(4)(ii) That regulatory action is necessary to ensure that the facility 
provides adequate protection to the health and safety of the public and is 
in accord with the common defense and security; or

• (a)(4)(iii) That the regulatory action involves defining or redefining what 
level of protection to the public health and safety or common defense and 
security should be regarded as adequate.
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Role and Responsibility of the CRGR:
• The CRGR's primary responsibilities are to recommend to 

the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's (NRC's) Executive 
Director for Operations (EDO) either approval or 
disapproval of the staff proposals and to provide guidance 
and assistance to the NRC program offices to help them 
implement the Commission's backfit policy.
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Scope of the CRGR:
• Except for the requirements which are determined to become 

immediately effective, the CRGR will review for power reactors:

The Committee will also review selected nuclear materials and 
security* items at the recommendation of the Office Director of 
NMSS or NSIR respectively, or at the EDO's request.

all new and revised regulatory requirements; 
generic correspondence; 
regulatory guidance; 
NUREGs, including Standard Review Plans, only if they 
expound a new staff position,
and selected NRC staff guidance related to: 
- Licensing; 
- Inspection; 
- and enforcement, which could impose a backfit.

*CRGR charter revision in process to include new Program Offices
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Scope of the CRGR(cont.):
• The CRGR will ensure that the 

administrative controls related to the NRC 
generic backfit management practices and 
technical staff training are adequate.
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How should CRGR operate?

• As needed basis

• Continue in large part as is

• Enhanced role
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