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IDENTIFYING CHARACTERISTICS: Spreading globeflower is a showy plant with palmately cut, lobed |eaves,
three to five inches wide. Large terminal flowers, up to 1 1/2 inches in diameter, are yellow or cream-colored. The
petals are tiny, but the five to seven large sepals are brightly colored. The plant grows from five to 20 inches.

BIOLOGY-NATURAL HISTORY:: Spreading globeflower isa member of the Buttercup Family (Ranuncul aceag)
ith flowers that appear like large buttercups. Trolliusis a perennia herb that bloomsin mid-April. The leaf size
increases significantly after blooming. The distinction between eastern and western spreading globeflowersis not clear.
The western plants, extending from the Rocky Mountains to the west coast, are thought to be members of a subspecies
(ssp. albiflora) which have white flowers and are less rare.

PREFERRED HABITAT: Spreading globe flower grows in rich swamps, wet meadows and wet woods from
Connecticut and New Jersey west through New Y ork and Pennsylvaniato Ohio. In Pennsylvania, its range is limited to
the glaciated sections, where wetland habitats are cal careous (alkaling).

REASONS FOR BEING ENDANGERED: Eight of 15 historically documented spreading globeflower sites have
been destroyed because the wetlands where they existed were drained or filled for agriculture and housing development.

MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS: Spreading globeflower is a candidate for listing under the Federal Endangered
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Species Act. One site has been acquired by the Western Pennsylvania
Conservancy. The Nature Conservancy istrying to protect four sitesin
eastern Pennsylvania. A coa mine was modified to prevent disruption
of the hydrology at awestern Pennsylvanialocation. Surveysfor this
and other wetland plant species of specia concern continue to be
concentrated in the glaciated sections of the state.

. = verified after 1980 . = historical ooourences
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