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February 27, 2007
Mr. Luis A. Reyes
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of Public Affairs (OPA)
Washington, D.C. 20555
Dear Mr. Reyes,

I am forwarding to you a copy of a correspondence from Karen Scott regarding
her concerns about the Vernon nuclear reactor.

. 7. It 1s the desire of this office to be responsive to all inquiries and communications.
T respectfully ask for your assistance in resolving the issues outlined in the attached

correspondence.

In addition to sending a response to Dr. Scott’s correspondence, I respectfully ask
that you please convey a copy of your letter to Roger Fisk of my Boston office.

I thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

" John F.'.Kerry
United States Senhtor

Enclosed:
PDr. Scott’s letter
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- January 19, 2007
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Dear Senator Kerry,

-

I live in Greenfield Massachusetts with my husband and our two children, ages 3 and 1. Iam
extremely concerned about the Vernon nuclear reactor just over the Vermont border, less than 20
miles from our house. We have received no believable assurances of safety about this aging
reactor. As the power output was increased last year, the increase had to be placed on hold at
least twice due to concerning noises and vibrations detected in the reactor. Despite this, no
independent inspection was held; rather, as far as I can tell from what was reported in the
newspaper, a revised mathematical analysis was performed, after which time the reactor and its
increased power output were declared "safe" and the uprate proceeded as scheduled. The
company which owns this reactor, Entergy, has petitioned for an extension of its license for 20
more years beyond the current expiration date of 2012, and has also recently petitioned for
permission to increase its impact on the temperature of the water in the Connecticut River which
it uses for reactor cooling. Having lived in New Orleans where Entergy was my power supplier
has not caused me to feel warm and trusting towards this company. Likewise, the fact that
Entergy is based in Louisiana does not lead me to feel that they are particularly concerned about
the health of adults, children, wildlife, or the ecosystem in our little region.

I have several concerns about this reactor which I would like you to address. First, I would like
to know what you are doing in the Senate to represent our concerns here in Western
Massachusetts with regard to this issue. I know of no local residents who are comfortable with
this reactor. We all want it shut down. It endangers our lives and our health. Yet we have no
voice. Please advocate for us in our efforts to revoke the license of this old and dangerous
nuclear reactor. Please use every means at your disposal to BLOCK THE EXTENSION OF
THE REACTOR'S LICENSE. . Please let me know what you are doing with regard to this issue.

Secondly, I am very concerned about the lack of any publicized evacuation plan in the event of a
radiation leak, or worse. Like all Americans, I watched aghast as FEMA allowed the residents of
New Orleans to die stranded in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. I have no reason to believe their
response would be any more prompt or effective in the event of a meltdown at the Vernon
reactor, where evacuation timing would be even more urgent. I have not received in the mail or -
seen in the paper any evacuation plans. I would like to know the details of the evacuation plan
for my town, and the means by which I could expect to be notified of any emergency involving
the reactor. '

Thank you Very much for your advocacy and your prompt response.

Sincerely,

Karen M Scott MD
50 James Street
Greenﬁeld MA 01301



Mnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2102
OFFICIAL BUSINESS

‘Mr. Luis A. Reyes
-U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Office of Public Affairs (OPA)
Washington, D.C. 20555

l'iHluui=3xH“h,lmi”




