
June 29, 2007

Mr. Robert E. Brown
Senior Vice President, Regulatory Affairs
GE-Hitachi Nuclear Energy Americas LLC
3901 Castle Hayne Rd MC A-45
Wilmington, NC 28401

SUBJECT: ECONOMIC SIMPLIFIED BOILING WATER REACTOR (ESBWR) CHAPTER 17
OPEN ITEM

Dear Mr. Brown:

As you are aware, the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff is preparing the safety
evaluation report (SER) for the ESBWR design certification application submitted by GE-Hitachi
Nuclear Energy Americas LLC (GHNEA) on August 24, 2005.  The staff has identified an open
item for SER Chapter 17, “Quality Assurance”, which is enclosed for your information.  The staff
is prepared to review your response to the open item and have conference calls and meetings
with your staff, as appropriate, to resolve this open item to support issuance of the SER. 

This open item letter is based on the staff’s review of the ESBWR Design Control Document
(DCD) Revision 3, Request for Additional Information (RAI) responses and other submittals
received to date.  The staff will continue its review as additional RAI responses and other
deliverables are submitted, including future DCD Revisions.  The staff will inform cognizant
GHNEA staff of any resulting changes to the status of Chapter 17.  If you have any questions,
please contact Amy Cubbage at (301) 415-2875 or aec@nrc.gov or Ilka Berrios at
(301) 415-3179 or ixb3@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Mohammed A. Shuaibi, Chief
ESBWR/ABWR Projects Branch 1
Division of New Reactor Licensing
Office of New Reactors
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Enclosure

GE-Hitachi Nuclear Energy Americas LLC (GHNEA) ESBWR
Preliminary Open Item

Chapter 17
Quality Assurance

RAI 17.4-1 S01, 02/27/2007, ML071410005

In response to RAI 17.4-1, GE stated that the task of identifying a comprehensive list of risk
significant SSCs within the scope of D-RAP will be performed at a later phase of development of
the D-RAP. The process of developing and maintaining the list of risk significant SSCs is
described in NEDO-33289 and design specification 26A7107, “ESBWR Risk Significant SSCs.”
GE plans to complete the list of risk significant SSCs for the ESBWR design certification
application in the near future. As described above, the list of risk significant SSCs will be
maintained in design specification 26A7107.  The DC applicant must provide design
Specification 26A7107 to the NRC staff and reference this document in DCD Section 17.4 so
that the NRC staff can complete its review of the ESBWR D-RAP.

Status: GHNEA committed to provide a response by December 6, 2007.
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cc:

Ms. Michele Boyd
Legislative Director
Energy Program
Public Citizens Critical Mass Energy
  and Environmental Program
215 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE
Washington, DC  20003
      
Mr. Marvin Fertel
Senior Vice President
  and Chief Nuclear Officer
Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 I Street, NW
Suite 400
Washington, DC  20006-3708
      
Mr. Ray Ganthner
AREVA, Framatome ANP, Inc.
3315 Old Forest Road
P.O. Box 10935
Lynchburg, VA  24506-0935
      
Dr. Gail H. Marcus
U.S. Department of Energy
Room 5A-143
1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC  20585
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Email

APH@NEI.org   (Adrian Heymer)
awc@nei.org   (Anne W. Cottingham)
bob.brown@ge.com   (Robert E. Brown)
BrinkmCB@westinghouse.com   (Charles Brinkman)
chris.maslak@ge.com   (Chris Maslak)
CumminWE@Westinghouse.com   (Edward W. Cummins)
cwaltman@roe.com   (C. Waltman)
dan1.williamson@ge.com   (Dan Williamson)
david.hinds@ge.com   (David Hinds)
david.lewis@pillsburylaw.com   (David Lewis)
David.piepmeyer@ge.com   (David Piepmeyer)
dlochbaum@UCSUSA.org   (David Lochbaum)
don.lewis@ge.com   (Don Lewis)
erg-xl@cox.net   (Eddie R. Grant)
frankq@hursttech.com   (Frank Quinn)
Frostie.white@ge.com   (Frostie White)
gcesare@enercon.com   (Guy Cesare)
george.honma@ge.com   (George Honma)
george.stramback@gene.ge.com   (George Stramback)
george.wadkins@ge.com   (George Wadkins)
GovePA@BV.com   (Patrick Gove)
greshaja@westinghouse.com  (James Gresham)
gzinke@entergy.com   (George Alan Zinke)
hickste@earthlink.net   (Thomas Hicks)
james.beard@gene.ge.com   (James Beard)
jcurtiss@winston.com   (Jim Curtiss)
jgutierrez@morganlewis.com   (Jay M. Gutierrez)
jim.kinsey@ge.com  (James Kinsey)
jim.riccio@wdc.greenpeace.org   (James Riccio)
JJNesrsta@cpsenergy.com  (James J. Nesrsta)
joel.Friday@ge.com   (Joel Friday)
john.leatherman@ge.com   (John Leatherman)
john.o'neil@pillsburylaw.com   (John O'Neil)
john.sorensen@ge.com   (John Sorensen)
Joseph.savage@ge.com   (Joseph Savage)
Joseph_Hegner@dom.com    (Joseph Hegner)
junichi_uchiyama@mhi.co.jp   (Junichi Uchiyama)
kathy.sedney@ge.com   (Kathy Sedney)
KSutton@morganlewis.com   (Kathryn M. Sutton)
kurt.schaefer@ge.com   (Kurt Schaefer)
kwaugh@impact-net.org   (Kenneth O. Waugh)
lou.lanese@ge.com   (Lou Lanese)
lynchs@gao.gov   (Sarah Lynch - Meeting Notices Only)
MaddenG@BV.com   (George Madden)
maria.webb@pillsburylaw.com   (Maria Webb)
mark.beaumont@wsms.com   (Mark Beaumont)
Marvin_Smith@dom.com   (Marvin L. Smith)
matias.travieso-diaz@pillsburylaw.com   (Matias Travieso-Diaz)
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media@nei.org   (Scott Peterson)
mgiles@entergy.com   (M. Giles)
mike_moran@fpl.com   (Mike Moran)
mwetterhahn@winston.com   (M. Wetterhahn)
mwl@nei.org   (Melanie Lyons)
pareez.golub@ge.com   (Pareez Golub)
patriciaL.campbell@ge.com   (Patricia L. Campbell)
paul.gaukler@pillsburylaw.com   (Paul Gaukler)
peter.jordan@ge.com   (Peter Jordan)
Petrovb@westinghouse.com   (Bojan Petrovic)
PGunter@NIRS.org   (Paul Gunter)
phinnen@entergy.com   (Paul Hinnenkamp)
pshastings@duke-energy.com   (Peter Hastings)
RJB@NEI.org   (Russell Bell)
RKTemple@cpsenergy.com   (R.K. Temple)
roberta.swain@ge.com   (Roberta Swain)
ronald.hagen@eia.doe.gov   (Ronald Hagen)
sandra.sloan@areva.com   (Sandra Sloan)
SauerB@BV.com   (Robert C. Sauer)
sfrantz@morganlewis.com   (Stephen P. Frantz)
steven.hucik@ge.com   (Steven Hucik)
steven.stark@ge.com   (Steven Stark)
tom.miller@hq.doe.gov   (Tom Miller)
tom.miller@nuclear.energy.gov   (Thomas P. Miller)
trsmith@winston.com   (Tyson Smith)
waraksre@westinghouse.com   (Rosemarie E. Waraks)
wayne.marquino@ge.com   (Wayne Marquino)
whorin@winston.com   (W. Horin)
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