
ENCLOSURE 6

-working draft-

Working Group on Use of PRA Models in SDP

Purpose:
To assess various options for using standardized plant analysis risk (SPAR) models and
licensee probabilistic risk assessment (PRA) models in the significance determination process.

Background:
During the September 28, 2006 public meeting between the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) PRA steering committee and industry representatives, industry expressed a
concern with the use of the SPAR models to characterize the safety significance of inspection
findings under the significance determination process (SDP).  The action from the 
September 28, 2006 meeting was to form a task group to investigate various options to the use
of the SPAR models in the SDP.  The objective of the kick-off meeting of December 13, 2006
was to identify issues and concerns with the current process as well as to identify major issues
to resolve before moving forward with alternatives.  These issues are described in the meeting
minutes under Adams Accession # ML063530303 and include items such as the status of
SPAR model quality enhancement efforts, and the regulatory, logistical, and legal issues
associated with the staff obtaining and using licensees’ PRA models. 

Objectives:
1. Identify concerns with SPAR models in specific SDP evaluations.  Determine if the

issues are the result of deficiencies in SPAR model representation of plant design and
operation, and not engineering inputs such as structures, system, or component
performance degradation and duration.

2. Review the status of the SPAR model updates.  Assess as one alternative further
enhancements to the SPAR model including a voluntary process by which significant
plant changes and major updates to licensee PRAs are provided to the staff and its
contractors.  Assess the advantages, disadvantages, and practical logistical aspects to
this option.

3. Identify the regulatory, logistical, legal, and resource issues including staff training
associated with the staff having all updated licensee PRA models in-house for use in the
SDP.

4. Identify and assess other practical alternatives including the use of licensee PRA
models for SDP.  Identify the standards and guidelines (e.g., Regulatory Guide 1.200)
and regulatory conditions that would need to be met.  Assess how and to what extent
PRA model changes would be made to address the inspection findings.  Identify key
NRC staff and licensee interactions. 

Milestones:
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