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January 27, 1994 

4s- 7 102 

John T. Jennings 
West Boulevard 
Newfield, NJ 08344 

Mr. Gary C. Comfort, Jr. 
Licensing Section #2 
Licensing Branch 
Div. Fuel Cycle Safety 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555 

Re: Shieldalloy Stabilization of Columbium Slag at Newfield, NJ 

Dear Mr. Comfort: 

Subject product was generated over a thirty-eight (38) year period from smelting 
Columbium bearing ores in the production of Ferro Columbium for the metals industry. 
Shieldalloy is the only US. producer of Fe Cb a product consumed by the steel industry 
approximating 60,000,000 lbs. annually. The only other source has been Brazil and more 
recently the C.I.S. countries. 

The element Columbium is very important to the Metals Industry in that the addition 
of 0.010% will increase the yield strength of steel by 5000 psi and has aided in the 
development of High Strength low Alloy Steel (H.S.L.A) whereby thinner section size has 
higher strength than the conventional heavy section sizes in the past thus reducing the 
overall weight of automobiles and results in higher gasoline mileage to lessen our countries 
dependence on imports. Additionally its use in Line Pipe Steel to obtain high strength low 
temperature properties, Aircraft Engines for Commercial and Defense Industries, Submarine 
Hulls, Bridges, Tunnels and heavy construction has benefited our country in many ways. 

Shieldalloy is operating this plant here in a small town in a depressed area of New 
Jersey where the sales tax has already been reduced to 3% due to the economic conditions 
in the area. The company employs 250 people, have a payroll of approximately $10,000,000 
dollars annually, pay $300,000 in local taxes and $1,500,000 for utilities all of which 
substantiate the need for this plant to continue operating in this area. 

The Slag generated from Columbium production regardless of regulations can hardly 
be classified hazardous. Shieldalloy employees including the writer have not suffered any 
ill effects while working with and handling the product over the thirty-eight years of 
generation. In fact the Slag should be considered a by product that has a value due to its 
composition (VZZ) Al,O,, CaO, and MgO for desulphurization of Molten steel 
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It is my understanding that Shieldalloy Metallurgical Corporation has recommended 
storing and capping the Cb slag on site as the only possible economic way to resolve the 
matter and hopefully this will be to NRC's satisfaction and assist Shieldalloy in recovering 
from Chapter 11 and continue to provide product to the Metals, industry and maintain 
employment locally. 

The Federal Government has stored hundreds of acres of Chrome Ore during the 
past Fifty years (50) under a simple sod from which cattle graze on regularly, without any 
harm to people or animals and I personally feel that an agreed upon capping should warrant 
a favorable decision and settle the matter that has been in discussion for a long time. 

Once again, we look forward to your assistance in resolving the Columbium slag 
storage question. 

JTJ/mjs 

Very truly yours, 


