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Template Guidance for Maintenance Rule Program Description for Plants Licensed Under Part 52

Project Number: 689
Dear Mr. Funches:
This letter has two purposes:

1. Provide for NRC review per 10 CFR 50.4 a technical report that supports forthcoming COL
applications and reviews, and

2. Request waiver of NRC review fees for this document per 10 CFR 170.11(a)(1)(A)(3).

NEI 07-02, Generic FSAR Template Guidance for Maintenance Rule Program Description for Plants
Licensed Under Part 52, is enclosed for NRC review and endorsement. The industry has developed
this guidance generically for use by all COL applicants. Development of generic Maintenance Rule
program description assures a consistent approach to the preparation of COL applications in this
area that is in accordance with NRC requirements and guidance. Such an approach reduces industry
and NRC resource burden associated with the development, review and approval combined license
applications. It conserves NRC resources because only a single staff review is required. This single
review and approval may be accomplished in advance of actual COL applications.
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The industry has developed this and other generic operational program descriptions to provide
further guidance to COL applicants on implementing NRC guidance in RG 1.206 (DG-1145) that
required operational programs be “fully described” in the FSAR. In public meetings, the staff has
recognized the value and standardization benefits of such guidance and has encouraged this
approach, which supports the NRC'’s design centered review program.

The technical report meets the requirements described in the NRC (NRR) Office Instruction, LIC-500,
which contains criteria for submitting reports for NRC review and approval. Specifically, the report:

1. Deals with a specific safety-related subject regarding an operational program that requires a
safety assessment by the NRC staff,

2. Will be incorporated or referenced in subsequent-Combined License (COL) applications,

3. Contains complete and detailed information on (i.e., “fully describes”) the Maintenance Rule
Program, and

4. Will increase the effectiveness and efficiency of NRC review and approval of combined
license applications that reference the template.

Fee Waiver Justification

NRC review of NEI 07-02 qualifies for a fee waiver because, consistent with 10 CFR 170.11(a)(1)(iii),
the report is provided as a means of exchanging information with the NRC for the purpose of
supporting the NRC's generic regulatory improvements or efforts. In particular, consistent with
Section 170.11(a)(1)(A)(1), NEI is submitting this technical report to support development of
approved generic guidance that will facilitate first-ever preparation of complete, quality COL
applications. NRC endorsement of generic COL application content in a safety evaluation or
regulatory guide will constitute valuable generic guidance for all COL applicants and reduce NRC
resource burden. Specifically, the report aims to clarify what is meant by NRC guidance in RG 1.206
(DG-1145) that required operational programs be “fully described” in the FSAR.

The industry and the NRC place a high priority on standardization of COL applications and reviews
that will enable combined license applications to be developed and reviewed in a more efficient and
effective manner. This request for NRC fee waiver is consistent with NRC priorities and
requirements, and we appreciate your consideration of this request.
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We believe it would be mutually beneficial to hold a public meeting to discuss NEI 07-02 and the
related topics of interface with FSAR Section 17.4 on reliability assurance and closure of associated
COL Items. We will contact the NRC staff shortly to arrange such a meeting. In the meantime, if
you have any questions, please contact me or Russ Bell at (202) 739-8087; rib@nei.org.

Sincerely,

Adrian Heymer

Enclosure

c: David B. Mathews, NRC, w/o enclosure
Thomas A. Bergman, NRC, w/enclosure

Stephanie M. Coffin, NRC, w/enclosure
Stephen D. Alexander, NRC, w/enclosure
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