March 9, 2007

Mr. James Freels
Licensing Manager
Louisiana Energy Services, L.P.
P.O. Box 1789
Eunice, NM 88231
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON ORGANIZATION CHANGES
Dear Mr. Freels:

On October 23, 2006, you provided information on organizational changes to be made
to the Louisiana Energy Services (LES) project. We reviewed your submittal and are enclosing
a request for additional information related to the changes. We request that you provide a

response by April 6, 2007.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (301) 415-7299.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Timothy C. Johnson, Project Manager
Enrichment and Conversion Branch
Division of Fuel Cycle Safety

and Safeguards

Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards

Enclosure: Request for Additional Information

Docket No.: 70-3103
License No.: SNM-2010

cc:
William Szymanski/DOE
Monty Newman/Hobbs
Peter Miner/lUSEC

Glen Hackler/Andrews
Lue Ethridge/Lea County
Michael Marriotte/NIRS

Derrith Watchman-Moore/NM

Tannis Fox/NMED
Lindsay Lovejoy/NIRS

FredSeifts/Jal

James Curtiss/W&S

Betty Richman/Tatum
William Floyd/New Mexico
Richard Ratliff/Texas
CO’Claire/Ohio

Joseph Malherek/PC
Patricia Madrid/NMAG
Cindy Padilla/NMED

John Swailes/LES

David Trujillo/Lovington
Reinhard Hinterreither/LES
Matt White/Eunice
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Roger Mulder/Texas

Ron Curry/NMED

Glen Smith/NMAG
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Louisiana Energy Services Organization Changes
Request for Additional Information

The major organizational change affecting nuclear criticality safety seems to be
separating the duties of the criticality safety engineers from that of a new position, the
criticality safety officer (CSO). Section 2.2.2 of the Safety Analysis Report (SAR) states
that either a criticality safety engineer or the CSO will be available to respond to
emergency conditions.

According to Section 2.2.4 of the SAR, the CSO requires experience in implementation
of a criticality safety program, and must have completed a training program, applicable
to the scope of operations, in the physics of criticality and associated safety practices.
However, the CSO does not appear required to have the same level of experience
performing criticality safety analyses as criticality safety engineers. Rather, it appears to
be mainly an administrative and managerial position. Therefore, Louisiana Energy
Services (LES) should justify why the CSO has sufficient experience to provide technical
support in emergency conditions (in lieu of a criticality safety engineer).

Section 2.2.4 of the SAR states that the CSO is required to have “experience in the
implementation of a criticality safety program,” but does not state how much experience
is enough (the words “a minimum of two years” have been removed). LES should state
how much experience is sufficient for the CSO.

In separating the duties of the criticality safety engineers from those of the CSO, some
of the duties now assigned to the CSO seem more commensurate with the experience
and technical training of the criticality safety engineer than the CSO. The duties that
appear more applicable to criticality safety engineers include:

(a) assess normal and credible abnormal conditions

(b) determine criticality safety limits for controlled parameters, with input from the
criticality safety engineers

(c) specify criticality safety control requirements and functionality

(d) provide criticality safety postings that identify administrative controls for
operators in applicable work areas

These duties seem more appropriate to a technical rather than a managerial position.

LES should show that the CSO has the requisite experience to perform the duties now
assigned to this position.

Enclosure
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