March 5, 2007

MEMORANDUM TO: John D. Monninger, Deputy Director
Directorate of Probabilistic Risk and Applications
Division of Risk Assessment and Special Projects
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

FROM: Ronaldo V. Jenkins, Branch Chief /RA/ John D. Monninger for/
Probabilistic Risk Assessment Support Branch
Directorate of Probabilistic Risk and Applications
Division of Risk Assessment and Special Projects
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF THE PUBLIC MEETING WITH NUCLEAR ENERGY
INSTITUTE (NEI) AND OTHER INTERESTED STAKEHOLDERS
REGARDING CURRENT RISK-INFORMED INITIATIVES

The Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research (RES) held a public meeting on February 23, 2007,
with representatives from the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) and the nuclear industry to discuss
issues related to current risk-informed initiatives. The NRC presentation slides are provided in
Enclosure 1, and the list of attendees is provided in Enclosure 2. The meeting was noticed on
February 8, 2007.

The meeting focused on the staff’s plans to improve the Risk-Informed Regulation
Implementation Plan (RIRIP). RES staff welcomed the attendees and presented the status in
improving RIRIP including the RIRIP infrastructure, and schedule. The staff noted that the
proposed RIRIP improvements resulted from Commission direction to improve the RIRIP so
that it is an integrated master plan for activities designed to help the agency achieve the
Commission’s goal of a holistic, risk-informed, and performance-based regulatory structure.

The staff discussed that the proposed improved RIRIP will focus on identifying programs that
are “improvements” and not programs that are part of routine agency activities. An
effectiveness review will continually be performed to determine the need to modify or initiate
risk-informed regulatory programs.

As a result of the improved RIRIP, a detailed listing of the risk-informed programs will be
summarized in a website database and linked to the individual program plans. The programs
will be organized by the three arenas of reactors, materials, and waste. The arenas then will be
divided into subarenas (e.g., under the arena of reactors will be the subarenas of operating
reactors, new light water reactors (LWRs), advanced non-LWRs, and non-powered test
reactors). Then under each subarena will be the functional areas (e.g., under the subarena
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of operating reactors will be the functional areas of licensing, rulemaking, and oversight). The
details for each program will be linked to each specific program plan. Consequently, the
specific details on resources and schedule will be contained in individual program plans.

The staff received positive feedback on the proposed RIRIP improvements. Stakeholders
attending the meeting indicated that they were supportive of efforts to simplify the RIRIP and
clearly define the future direction of risk-informed initiatives. NEI representatives expressed
interest in the ultimate use of the improved RIRIP and the potential use of reinforcing the goals
of the PRA policy statement. The staff indicated that they would continue to interact with
stakeholders in all three arenas of reactors, materials, and waste, and solicit their input.

Enclosures:
1. NRC Presentation Slides
2. Attendee List
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