
NRC MEETINGNRC MEETING

ASME SECTION XI ACTIVITIESASME SECTION XI ACTIVITIES
Gary ParkGary Park

January 11, 2007January 11, 2007
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•• TOPICSTOPICS
–– 10CFR50.55a10CFR50.55a
–– DM Butt WeldsDM Butt Welds
–– Operational LeakageOperational Leakage
–– New ReactorsNew Reactors
–– NRC InvolvementNRC Involvement
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•• 10CFR50.55a10CFR50.55a
–– Presentation by NRC staff at the SC XI Presentation by NRC staff at the SC XI 

Executive requesting input on rewrite of Executive requesting input on rewrite of 
10CFR50.55a10CFR50.55a

–– ASME Volunteers are willing to support ASME Volunteers are willing to support 
–– Aware of NEI White Paper and reserve the Aware of NEI White Paper and reserve the 

right to review document through our processright to review document through our process
–– Time between ASME Code issuance and NRC Time between ASME Code issuance and NRC 

endorsement appears to be increasingendorsement appears to be increasing
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•• 10CFR50.55a (cont.)10CFR50.55a (cont.)
–– 1989 Edition1989 Edition 57 FR 3466657 FR 34666

August 6, 1992August 6, 1992
–– 1996 Addenda1996 Addenda 64 FR 5137064 FR 51370

September 22, 1999September 22, 1999
–– 2000 Addenda 2000 Addenda 67 FR 6052067 FR 60520

September 26, 2002September 26, 2002
–– 2003 Addenda2003 Addenda 69 FR 5880469 FR 58804

November 1, 2004November 1, 2004
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•• 10CFR50.55a (cont.)10CFR50.55a (cont.)
–– The 2007 Edition will be coming out in July and the The 2007 Edition will be coming out in July and the 

next edition to be included in 10CFR will be the 2004 next edition to be included in 10CFR will be the 2004 
EditionEdition

–– Code Cases are lagging behind as wellCode Cases are lagging behind as well
•• Next RG 1.147 will only include up to Supplement 1 of the Next RG 1.147 will only include up to Supplement 1 of the 

2004 Edition2004 Edition

–– Results in an increase of relief requests from the Results in an increase of relief requests from the 
industryindustry

–– Is there anything we can do to help in this areaIs there anything we can do to help in this area
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•• 10CFR50.55a (cont.)10CFR50.55a (cont.)
–– NRC Staff made a presentation during the NRC Staff made a presentation during the 

May Code Meetings highlighting the proposed May Code Meetings highlighting the proposed 
limitations on the next 10CFR50.55alimitations on the next 10CFR50.55a

–– This was very helpful in understanding the This was very helpful in understanding the 
NRC position on the latest edition/addenda NRC position on the latest edition/addenda 
that will be includedthat will be included
•• Hopefully the NRC found this beneficial as wellHopefully the NRC found this beneficial as well
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•• DM Butt WeldsDM Butt Welds
–– Task Group initially focused on the PWR Vessel Head Task Group initially focused on the PWR Vessel Head 

PenetrationsPenetrations
–– This Task Group now addressing the DM Butt Weld This Task Group now addressing the DM Butt Weld 

issueissue
•• A draft Code Case will be presented 01/29/07A draft Code Case will be presented 01/29/07
•• Two issues that are being workedTwo issues that are being worked

–– Addressing those welds that currently do not have Appendix Addressing those welds that currently do not have Appendix 
VIII SupplementsVIII Supplements

–– Establishing the acceptance standards for stress improvementEstablishing the acceptance standards for stress improvement
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•• Operational LeakageOperational Leakage
–– Letter from John Letter from John GrobeGrobe (Office of NRR) to Ken (Office of NRR) to Ken 

BalkeyBalkey (ASME Vice President) dated July 26, (ASME Vice President) dated July 26, 
20062006
•• Referred to the NEI White Paper on operational Referred to the NEI White Paper on operational 

leakageleakage
•• Referred to a potential ASME Position Paper on this Referred to a potential ASME Position Paper on this 

topic would be developedtopic would be developed
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•• Operational Leakage (cont.)Operational Leakage (cont.)
–– Section XI actively working 3 areasSection XI actively working 3 areas

•• Review of previous code casesReview of previous code cases
•• Review of previous interpretationsReview of previous interpretations
•• Review of previous actionsReview of previous actions

–– Position Paper will be developed but must be Position Paper will be developed but must be 
reviewed through the ASME processreviewed through the ASME process

–– Process will allow senior NRC representatives Process will allow senior NRC representatives 
the opportunity to provide feedbackthe opportunity to provide feedback
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•• New ReactorsNew Reactors
–– A Special Working Group was formedA Special Working Group was formed
–– Division 2 of ASME Section XI revision Division 2 of ASME Section XI revision 

underwayunderway
–– The final product nearly finished to start The final product nearly finished to start 

through the committee structurethrough the committee structure
–– NRC participation is neededNRC participation is needed
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•• NRC InvolvementNRC Involvement
–– The NRC active participation is vital to the The NRC active participation is vital to the 

success of the committee processsuccess of the committee process
–– The consensus process involves all of the The consensus process involves all of the 

stake holders as actions proceed through the stake holders as actions proceed through the 
different committeesdifferent committees

–– Inclusion of the regulator perspective as part Inclusion of the regulator perspective as part 
of the action helps provide public confidence of the action helps provide public confidence 
when the code is endorsed in 10CFR50.55awhen the code is endorsed in 10CFR50.55a



ASME SECTION XI ACTIVITIESASME SECTION XI ACTIVITIES

•• NRC Involvement (cont.)NRC Involvement (cont.)
–– It is understood that resource limitations It is understood that resource limitations 

affect participation affect participation 
–– Need an NRC representative assigned to the Need an NRC representative assigned to the 

Special Working Group on High Temperature Special Working Group on High Temperature 
Gas Cooled ReactorsGas Cooled Reactors
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