
February 16, 2007

Mr. T. Pearce O’Kelley, Chairperson
Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors, Inc.
Office of Executive Director
205 Capitol Avenue
Frankfort, KY 40601

Dear Mr. O’Kelley,

Thank you for your letter dated February 14, 2007, regarding the replenishment of Potassium
Iodide (KI) stockpiles within State Radiological Emergency Preparedness programs.  The
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) shares the States’ view that this is an important issue
and the NRC has been actively working with the States on this initiative.  Although we are not
aligned with a number of the assertions in your letter, we do not believe it would be productive
to dwell on such matters now.  Rather, we will focus on current efforts to replenish KI
stockpiles.

The NRC sent letters to the eligible States on October 26, 2006, informing them of the NRC’s
intent to replenish the original stockpiles and asking the States to respond to the NRC with their
requests.  We also held telephone conferences with the States in January 2007 to discuss
options for replenishment of KI.  In our discussions, several States expressed interest in
pursuing shelf-life extension for their existing KI stockpiles and others suggested that KI
replenishment would suit their needs.  The NRC also committed to working with the States to
develop information suitable for publication on NRC and State websites which will help to
answer questions from stakeholders regarding shelf-life extension.  In addition, the enclosed
Food and Drug Administration letter to NRC dated February 15, 2007, concurs with the
scientific basis to extend the shelf life of current KI stockpiles distributed by Anbex, Inc.

To date, ten States have submitted requests to the NRC for KI replenishment.  The NRC 
is in the process of fulfilling these orders and has funding to support replenishment requests
from all eligible States. 

In addition to the NRC KI program, the Department of Health and Human Services has made
liquid KI immediately available to the States eligible for the NRC KI program.  The NRC plans to
contact the States to inform them of the availability and process for obtaining liquid KI. 

Please do not hesitate to contact Melvyn N. Leach at 301-415-2334 if you have further
questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Roy P. Zimmerman, Director
Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response

Enclosure: As stated
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