March 5, 2007

Mr. Douglas McLearen

State Historic Preservation Officer
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Commonwealth Keystone Building 2" Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR COMMENTS REGARDING CULTURAL AND HISTORIC
RESOURCES FOR THE CABOT READING SITE

Dear Mr. McLearen:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff currently is reviewing a proposed
decommissioning plan (DP) submitted by Cabot Corporation (Cabot) in August 2006, to
construct an erosion barrier on the site of the former operating site in West Reading,
Pennsylvania. The NRC staff reviews DPs in accordance with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, as specified in 10 CFR 51.10.

As described in Cabot’s application, the proposed erosion barrier would be located on a
2/3-acre slope, in an area adjacent to an existing rail spur, which is part of an area formerly
known as the American Chain and Cable site. Enclosed to this letter are Figures 1-1 through
1-12 from the licensees DP, which may be of assistance in your evaluation. The Cabot-
Reading site lies in the Reading Quadrangle 7.5 minute topographic map, as identified in Figure
1-1 of the enclosure. The proposed rip-rap cover location is identified in Figure 1-12. Several
of the figures also identify the general location of a nearby stone canal lock, which is not
affected by the proposed action. A full copy of the licensee’s proposed DP (including the
addendum on rip-rap cover), and their radiological assessment are available at NRC’s website,
at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html, under accession numbers ML062360159,
ML062210261 and ML062360164.

As required by 36 CFR 800.4(a), the NRC is requesting the assistance of the Pennsylvania
Office of Historic Preservation (POHP) in identifying cultural and historical properties that may
be affected by Cabot’s proposed action of installation of a rip-rap erosion cover at the site.
The Cabot’s DP did not identify any cultural or historic properties that might be affected by the
proposed action. However, the NRC staff is seeking the assistance of the POHP

in confirming the licensee’s findings. Any information you provide will be used to

document potential effects on cultural and historic properties in accordance with 36 CFR
800.4(d).

Therefore, the NRC staff would appreciate any background information regarding prehistoric,
historic, or ethnographic sites that you can provide about the proposed project area (i.e., the
Cabot-Reading site) and its vicinity. In addition, the NRC staff is interested in any concerns
regarding cultural resources already known or likely to be present within the proposed project
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area. The NRC staff would appreciate a response to this request within 30 days of the date of
this letter.

For your information, the City of Reading owns the site and surrounding areas. The area is part
of the City’s revitalization and commercial development plans for land areas near the Schuylkill
River.

If you have any questions or comments, or need any additional information, please contact me
at (301) 415-6721.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Theodore Smith, Project Manager
Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery
Licensing Directorate
Division of Waste Management
and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs

Docket No.: 40-9027,
License No.: SMC-1562

Enclosure: Figures 1-1 through 1-12

cc: Bryan Werner PADEP, Robert Maiers PADEP
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