
February 7, 2007

Administrative Judge G. Paul Bollwerk, III,   
Chairman
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop T-3F23
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Administrative Judge James Jackson
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop T-3F23
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Administrative Judge Nicholas G. Trikouros
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop T-3F23
Washington, DC 20555-0001

In the Matter of
SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING CO.

(Early Site Permit for Vogtle ESP Site)
                Docket No. 52-011-ESP                

Dear Administrative Judges:

On February 2, 2007, Center for a Sustainable Coast, Savannah Riverkeeper,

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, Atlanta Women’s Action for New Directions, and

Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League (“Joint Petitioners”) submitted a “Motion to File

Supplemental Authority” (“Motion”).  Pursuant to the Licensing Board’s Order dated

February 5, 2007, the NRC Staff herein notifies the Board that it does not object to the Joint

Petitioners’ Motion because a licensing board may consider new authority regardless of whether



Judge G. Paul Bollwerk, III,               February 6, 2007
  Chairman
Judge Nicholas G. Trikouros
Judge James Jackson

-2-

1  Indeed, a request to consider new authority may take the form of a letter, in which case
responses from other participants would not be necessary.  See, e.g., Letter from Diane Curran to
Administrative Judges, dated June 16, 2006 (ADAMS Accession Number ML061770036); Letter from
Jay E. Silberg to Administrative Judges, dated December 14, 2004 (ADAMS Accession Number
ML043570026).  Furthermore, given that the Motion does not appear to seek to revise or expand the
scope of the proposed contentions, the Staff does not herein address Commission regulations governing
untimely and new/amended contentions.

 a motion to file supplemental authority is granted.1  The Staff will, however, address the merits

of the supplemental authority, as appropriate, during the upcoming prehearing conference.

Sincerely,

/signed (electronically) by/

Jonathan M. Rund
Counsel for NRC Staff

cc:
Office of Commission Appellate
  Adjudication
Margaret Parish
Kenneth C. Hairston, Esq.
M. Stanford Blanton, Esq.
Peter D. LeJeune, Esq.
C. Grady Moore, III, Esq.
Bentina C. Terry, Esq.

Kathryn M. Sutton, Esq.
Steven P. Frantz, Esq.
Paul M. Bessette, Esq.
Mary Freeze
Diane Curran, Esq.
Mary Maclean D. Asbill, Esq.
Lawrence D. Sanders, Esq.
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