
March 6, 2007

Ms. Judy Treichel, Executive Director
Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force, Inc.
P.O. Box 26177
Las Vegas, NV 89126

Dear Ms. Treichel:

I am writing in response to your letter dated December 12, 2006, in which you proposed that a
public meeting be held with the parties that would play a role in the U.S. Department of
Energy’s (DOE) proposed utilization of the Transportation, Aging, and Disposal (TAD) canister
as part of a high-level radioactive waste (HLW) disposal system.  As your letter indicated, the
purpose of the meeting would be for the involved parties, including the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC), to explain their roles and responsibilities so that any potential concerns
with the TAD canister could be identified and addressed in a timely fashion.  

NRC presented some licensing perspectives on use of a TAD canister at the NRC/DOE
Technical Exchange on August 29, 2006.  Since then, DOE has released its “Preliminary
Transportation, Aging, and Disposal System Performance Specification” (Revision B).  NRC
staff intends to submit comments to DOE on certain aspects of the preliminary performance
specifications that may need additional consideration under the separate licensing frameworks
for interim storage, transportation, and disposal.  These comments will be provided to you and
other stakeholders, and will be publicly available in ADAMS, when they are sent to DOE.  

We recognize the value of additional public meetings on the TAD concept and its use in the
proposed HLW disposal system.  However, we believe that DOE, coordinating with the nuclear
industry, should have the lead in setting up public meetings aimed at discussing the role of the
TAD canister in their potential application for a waste repository, as well as applications for use
in transportation and interim storage.  NRC staff would be willing to support such public
meetings.  

Several sessions on the TAD canister are scheduled as part of the Nuclear Energy Institute
(NEI) Dry Cask Information Forum, which will take place May 15-17, 2007, in Clearwater Beach,
Florida.  NRC staff plan to participate in a panel session that will be discussing the TAD canister
concept, its implementation, and the licensing process.  We understand that NEI has invited to
this meeting representatives from the State of Nevada, the affected units of local government,
and the Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force, as well as those from NRC, DOE, the nuclear
power utilities, and cask vendors.  We hope that bringing these parties together at the meeting
can help address the concerns expressed in your letter.  
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Please feel free to contact me by telephone at (301) 415-5265, or by e-mail at bjb@nrc.gov, if
you have any questions about developments concerning TAD-related interactions.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Brian Benney
Senior Project Manger
Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
  and Safeguards

cc: See enclosed list.
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Please feel free to contact me by telephone at (301) 415-5265, or by e-mail at bjb@nrc.gov, if
you have any questions about developments concerning TAD-related interactions.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Brian Benney
Senior Project Manger
Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
  and Safeguards

cc: See enclosed list.
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