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COMPITTEE ON EMVIROMPMENT N0 PUuUC W fUnKS

Tanuary 20, 2007

The Honorable Dale Klem
Chairiman
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, DC 20555
Dear Chairman Kiein:

Tunderstand the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) may shortly act (o issue a final
rulemaking to amend the design basis threat (DBT) reculations.  As Chairman of the Senate
Environment and Public Works (EPW) Commitice. I write 1o sharemy views with the
Conumission on this matter,

In my view, the NRC must ensure that the security of nuclear metL 1S m]mmul n away-that is
consistent with post-0/11 threais. Tille VI of the Eneray P olicy Act of 2003 includes language
negotiated by the EPW Commtiee on o bipartisan hasis. Specifically, Section 631 directs the
NRC (o commence a rulemaking to upgrade the design basis threat (DBT) and take into account
12 factors, meluding attacks ot o magnitude of 9711, attacks by large groups. and attacks by air.

Given reports that al Qaeda considered nuclear plant turgets prior to carryving out the Seprember
11, 2001 attacks on our country. itis critically important that the NRC act to address thesc
factors. The communities that surround existing planis need 1o be confident that the NRC. as the
reculator charged with nuelear safety, did all it could 1o ensure that plants defend against current
security threats. In particular. communitics shonld be assured that plants are prepared w Jdefend
against large attacking forces and commercial aircrait.

[ raise these concerns because, in its proposed rule, the NRC acknowledged the direction given
- by Congress rather than addressing the factors i the rulemaking proposal. The Commission
instead invited public comment on “whether or how the 12 factors should be addressed in the
DBT rule.” Itis my hope that the final rule will clearly stale that the NRC followed the faw and
address the Tactors outhined by Congross.



CKlemn, pe.
January 26, 2007

The Commission’s statutory duty is (o public health and safere. As vou know, the NRC's actions
an the DBT is a matter ol significant interest for the EPW Committee as it conducts both its
legislutive and oversight responsibilities. am followiny this matier very closely, and will expect
the NRC to explam its final actions on the DBT when it next appears before the Commitiee.

Sincerely,

‘) s uéW '94,!/\%

Barbuara Boxer
Chairman




