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COMMIT-fE- Of,! EVIlR( r'.ir ,ND PULiBLIC \VORKS

JanutarV 26, 2)007

lie lionorable Dale 1Klein
C-hairman~t

The Niclc:ar iRcgilalor, Corninitsston
\\,shinigon. DC 20555

Dear Chaiirmnan Klein:

I urdelstand The Nuclear Reeiiliorv (oninission (NRC) may sholy act to iss a Anal
ritl'ctiiakiity to aiwnd the. design basis threat n)BT) reulaiins. As Chairmtwi of the kncate
1tvi.tir)lihhlchi aitl Public Works (F-P\V) Conilhititcc. I write lo share, imy views with the
(.oitnilissiol.n on this matter.

lit in.' view, the NRC mliust ensflure that Ihe security o1 nuc"lear plains is enhanced il l \aay that is
consisiein %vith pos1 t-9-" 1 ihreat. liilI VI Wf the [A netily P'olicy Ac o 2005 includes ltrigua.e
nL'gotiated by the EP"' CoVniilte on a hipar isia n i is.'.Spccif.ically. Section 631 directs the
NlRC. to Co-illeice a ulemtiakiirk to upgrade the deoil n basits th•eat (DIt.), I and take into accot lid
12 fictors, including aitacks ofla mnagnitude of0l 1, I l acks by arigc otps. and atnacks by air.

Civen reports that al Qauedac considered nuclear planit aigets prior to cartying out the September
11. 2(0 1 attacks on our country, il is critically impnorlaiit that ihe NRC act to addrcss these
1`actois. Tle corrniunities that srroutnd exis.inr, planis need to be connidcm dhat the PA.C as ihe
retUnllator clllarecd with nuclear salj-V. did all it could to enstire thar plants defend against current
sucun-hitv thieats. In particular, comninities should he assured tha plants alC pirepared to defend
ag ainst harge attacking fotces and connmercial aircrai..

I raise these concerns because, in its proposed rule, the NRC ackno.ledged Mhe direction given
by Con.gress rather than address;ing dhe IAictors in the riuilenaki ug piroposal. The Corumission
iinsiad invited pu :Iic cotmentei on -whetier or how dhe 12 iactOrs shoild be addes•sed in Wle

Dt1T rule." It is my hope that the final rnuIc will clearl v stalc that the NRC -'c, llowcd tile law and
a;ddrc'ss . h1 11c i i irs oullined [v (. O ibyc,5.
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Thc (Co lnlilltssioll' Stallilory dut" iS 10 )LihliC hca:lth anld sal'Ct.v. As y"Ott kIo',w. !hI " Cs Nl cti-t'

on the DIBT is a imatter olsigniflcant intcret ibr the EP\V Coainiittee as it conducts hoth its
legislative and oversight icsponsibilities. I am followinu this matter very closely, anl will expect
the NRC to explain its Final actions on the DBT when it next appears belbre the Committee.

Sincet Ly,

Barliara l3oxc r
Chairnan


