February 26, 2007

Mr. William Lynch

Senior Project Manager

US Army Corps of Engineers
Savannah District

100 W. Oglethorpe Avenue

Savannah, GA 31401

SUBJECT: EARLY SITE PERMIT FOR THE PLANT VOGTLE SITE
Dear Mr. Lynch:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff and contractor personnel met with
members of the US Army Corps of Engineers-Savannah District (USACE) staff on Friday,
January 12, 2007, to discuss issues associated with the Early Site Permit (ESP) application for
the Plant Vogtle Site. This application was submitted to the NRC by Southern Nuclear
Operating Company (SNC) on August 15, 2006. An Environmental Impact Statement is being
developed to assess if the site is suitable for the construction and operation of two additional
reactor units. Several issues were discussed at the meeting, including low-flow conditions for
the Savannah River in the vicinity of the Plant Vogtle Site, the New Savannah Bluffs Lock and
Dam, water levels at the Plant Vogtle Site during renovations or decommissioning, and flooding
and failure scenarios for dams upstream of the Plant Vogtle Site.

The information provided by the USACE to the staff is relevant to the analyses and
assessments that will be performed during the development of the Plant Vogtle ESP
Environmental Impact Statement. In compliance with NRC rules and regulations in 10 CFR
Part 51, this information must be documented and made available to the public. Accordingly,
please provide brief narratives outlining the USACE’s position, including the relevant
operational rules on the following topics:

. The schedule or steps necessary to finalize the Drought Management Plan

. Confirmation that instantaneous minimum in-stream flows have not been set nor are
they guaranteed for the Savannah River reach at the Vogtle Site

. Confirmation of the following list of minimum weekly or daily-average discharges at each
drought level:
- Drought Level 1: weekly-average discharge of 4200 cubic feet per second (cfs)
- Drought Level 2: weekly-average discharge of 4000 cfs
- Drought Level 3: minimum daily-average discharge of 3800 cfs
- Drought Level 4: Inflow to Thurmond Dam equals outflow discharge
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. The recommended Federal action for the New Savannah Bluffs Lock and Dam -
decommissioning or refurbishment. For either action please discuss whether the flow in
the Savannah River at the Plant Vogtle Site is expected to be reduced below that
associated with a Level 3 drought (3800 cfs).

I would like to extend my thanks to you and those in your organization who attended the
meeting on January 12, 2007, specifically Leroy Crosby, Stan Simpson, Jason Ward, Mark
Padgett, Dan Parrott, and Larry Olffitt.

Sincerely,

Mark D. Notich, Project Manager
Environmental Technical Support Branch
Division of Site and Environmental Reviews
Office of New Reactors

Project No. 737

cc: See next page
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Vogtle Electric Generating Plant
Combined Mailing List

CC:

Mr. Jeffrey T. Gasser
Executive Vice President

Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc.

P.O. Box 1295
Birmingham, AL 35201-1295

Mr. Louis B. Long
Vice President Technical Support

Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc.

P.O. Box 1295
Birmingham, AL 35201-1295

Mr. Charles R. Pierce

ESP Project Manager

P.O. Box 1295

Birmingham, AL 35201-1295

Mr. Thomas O. McCallum
ESP Project Manager

P.O. Box 1295

Birmingham, AL 35201-1295

Mr. Thomas Moorer

ESP Project Manager

P.O. Box 1295

Birmingham, AL 35201-1295

Mr. Steven M. Jackson

Senior Engineer - Power Supply
Municipal Electric Authority of Georgia
1470 Riveredge Parkway, NW
Atlanta, GA 30328-4684

Mr. Reece McAlister

Executive Secretary

Georgia Public Service Commission
244 Washington St., SW

Atlanta, GA 30334

Dr. Carol Couch, Director

Environmental Protection Division
Georgia Department of Natural Resources
2 Martin Luther King Dr., S.E.

Suite 1152, East Tower

Atlanta, GA 30334

Mr. Adrian Heymer

Nuclear Energy Institute
Suite 400

1776 | Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Attorney General
Law Department
132 Judicial Building
Atlanta, GA 30334

Mr. Laurence Bergen
Oglethorpe Power Corporation
2100 East Exchange Place
P.O. Box 1349

Tucker, GA 30085-1349

Arthur H. Domby, Esquire
Troutman Sanders
Nations Bank Plaza

600 Peachtree Street, NE
Suite 5200

Atlanta, GA 30308-2216

Resident Inspector
Vogtle Plant

8805 River Road
Waynesboro, GA 30830

Office of the County Commissioner
Burke County Commission
Waynesboro, GA 30830

Mr. Paul Gunter

Director of the Reactor Watchdog Project
Nuclear Information & Resource Service
1424 16™ Street, NW, Suite 404
Washington, DC 20036

Mr. Russell Bell

Nuclear Energy Institute
Suite 400

1776 | Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006-3708



Mr. James Riccio
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