 UMITED STATES o LB
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION | |
WASHINGTOWN, D.C. 20555-0001 :

July 3, 2006

-

NOTE TO COMMISSIONERS’ ASSISTANTS

OCM/DEK OCM/EXM OCM/JSM
cc. Paul Dickman ___ Heather Astwood ‘ __ Spiros Droggitis
cc_ Rick Croteau __ David Cummings X_ John Thoma
___ Roger Davis __ James Beall __ Kate Barber Nolan
___ Bill Orders X __ Dave Brown ___ Dave Skeen
___ Mohammed Shuaibi __ Linda Lewis __ Laura Dudes
__ Nancy Fragoyannis - __ Antoinette Waller __ Lorma Kipfer
X_ Pat Castleman __ Tojuana Fortune
X Julie Olivier A »
__ Robert McOsker OCM/GBJ : OCM/PBL
___ Clare Kasputys
__Vicki Bolling __ Josh Batkin __ Josie Piccone
___ Linda Herr ___ Elva Bowden Berry ___ Cathy Marco
___ Kia Jackson __ Terry Reis ___ Doug Coe
___ Susan Abrahams X_ Greg Hatchett X _ Steve Baggett

: __ Jackie Raines ___ Vicki Ibarra

___ Carolyn Harves ___ Laurette Moorin

FROM: William M. Dean

Assistant for Opereations, O

SUBJECT: UPDATE ON THE GLOBAL NUCLEAR ENERGY PARTNERSHIP (GNEP)

The staff met with Department of Energy staff on June 27 2006 and were informed of a
change in the approach to the GNEP program The enclosure provrdes a summary of the

s

meeting.
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ENCLOSURE

DOE MEETING SUMMARY

NMSS/FCSS, NSIR, and OIP staff met with Department of Energy (DOE) staff on June 27,
2006, and were informed of a change in the approach to the GNEP .program. DOE indicated a
shift in approach from working entirely with DOE labs to working more with industry to
accomplish the GNEP goals, and proceeding directly to commercialization where possible.
DOE indicated that it plans to issue several documents soliciting industry participation in the
design and operation of demonstration or commercialization GNEP facilities, rather than DOE
specifying the design and contracting for the design and operation of the three demonstration
facilities it plans to build over the next several decades (spent fuel separations Engineering
Scale Demonstration [ESD], advanced fuel cycle facility [AFCF], and advanced burner test
reactor [ABTR]). :

DOE plans to (1) issue a Financial Opportunity Announcement indicating the availability of
funds to support industry endeavors ($20 million total, $5 million per site, as discussed in the
Energy Policy Act); (2) solicit Expressions of Interest (EOI) from private companies interested in
designing, building, and operating an Advanced Burner Reactor (i.e, commercial scale); and (3)
“solicit Expressions of Interest from private companies interested in designing, building, and A
operating an Integrated Fuel Recycling Center, including an ESD and an AFCF.

DOE indicated a potential result from this shift in focus could be an acceleration of the schedule
from current plans.! Furthermore, if the separation, fuel cycle, and/or burner reactor facilities
are operated by commercial entities, NRC would need to develop the regulatory infrastructure
for licensing the facilities much sooner than if the facilities were DOE operated (based on
existing legislation). The staff believes that if the GNEP program does change in this manner,
significant resources may be needed earlier than previously envisioned. Staff will closely follow
the results of the EOls and attend scoping meetings for DOE’s Programmatic Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) to understand and update projections for resources needed to support
the GNEP program.

‘DOE’s current schedule is ESD 2011 to 2015, AFCF 2016 t0 2019, ABTR 2014 io
2019, ABR 2025 to 2030.




