January 12, 2007

MEMORANDUM TO: ACNW Members

FROM: Michael R. Snodderly, Chief /RA/
Technical Support Branch, ACRS/ACNW

SUBJECT: DECEMBER 6, 2006, MEETING BETWEEN THE NRC STAFF AND
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE (NEI)
AND THE ELECTRIC POWER RESEARCH INSTITUTE (EPRI)

Attached is Mr. Lee’s trip report concerning the NRC staff meeting with the

representatives from NEI and EPRI on December 6, 2006.

Attachments: As stated

cc w/att:

F. Gillespie
ACNW Staff

S. Jones

B. Sosa

M. Fuller

M. O’Shaughnessy



January 10, 2007

MEMORANDUM TO: Michael R. Snodderly, Chief
Technical Support Branch, ACRS/ACNW

FROM: Mike Lee, ACNW Staff /RA/

SUBJECT: DECEMBER 6, 2006, MEETING BETWEEN THE NRC STAFF AND
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE (NEI)
AND THE ELECTRIC POWER RESEARCH INSTITUTE (EPRI)

In a July 2006 the NRC staff announced that it was conducting a strategic assessment of its
regulatory program for commercial low-level radioactive waste (LLW). The objective of this
assessment is to identify and prioritize activities that the NRC staff can undertake to ensure a
stable, reliable and adaptable regulatory framework for effective LLW management, while also
considering future needs and changes that may occur in the nation’s commercial LLW
management system. As part of this strategic assessment, the staff requested stakeholder
input. In response to that request, NEI provided its views as a stakeholder.

In addition to the staff’s strategic planning effort, NEI and EPRI representatives noted at a
December 6, 2006, meeting with the NRC staff and management that they were undertaking a
number of independent initiatives in the LLW area intended to compliment the existing
regulatory framework. Recognizing that NRC has limited resources, NEI and EPRI expressed
the desire to discuss their proposals with the staff. The initiatives are of two general types:
near-term initiatives reaching fruition sometime within the next two to three years and long-term
initiatives which would take longer than three years to complete. NEI/EPRI announced their
intent to meet with the staff sometime again in mid 2007 once some initial work in these areas
has been completed.

The staff’s summary describing this meeting and the joint NEI/EPRI initiatives is attached. The
only amendment | would add to the staff summary is an observation that EPRI reported that it
intends to reevaluate the technical basis for the 10 CFR Part 61 waste classification tables and
determine whether an alternate, more risk-based classification system might be appropriate
given the current spectrum of waste streams being produced. As a first step in that
reevaluation, EPRI is collecting waste data from utilities in an effort to independently evaluate
information on the quantities and types of LLW currently being generated. These data are
currently collected by the U.S. Department of Energy, in connection with the operation of the
computerized Manifest Information Management System or MIMS. A view was expressed by
these stockholders, however, that the MIMS data are not accurate and therefore would not be
useful in any revised waste classification analysis.

Attachment: As stated
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