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To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing in regards to the plant irradiation facility that Pa'ina Hawai'i wants to build. When I hear the word "irradiation" or even
"radiation," there are many concerns that goes through my mind especially since this will be dealing with items that humans
consume. No matter how small the dosage that is going to be used to kill the insects that are on the produce, radiation is still
radiation no matter how one looks at it. In my mind, if one begins to consume these fruits and vegetables, cancer is the first
concern. It may take a long time of consumption in order to reach that stage, but why do it at all if it's preventive? Although,
everything we eat today has some kind of risk when we eat it, I don't think it's right to add to that risk factor "radiation." Why can't
some other means be used to destroy these pests?

Aside from human consumption, I am concerned with the safety of this facility. From where I. live, the Honolulu International
Airport is a few miles away, which is where the facility will be built. If there is some kind of leak, there are so many people that are
going to be at risk for radiation exposure. I'm not just talking about the people that live here. I'm talking about the concern for the
tourists that are arriving and departing from the numerous airplanes. Tourism is one of the major incomes for Hawaii. If tourists
find out an irradiation facility is built adjacent to the airport, do you think they would want to come to Hawaii? Still, with
that radiation leak in mind, what if that leak goes into the land andinto our water systems. Hawaii is one of the few places that
you can drink water from the facet without too much concern. We have under ground artisan wells that house our drinking water.
If that gets contaminated, this whole island is at risk for radiation poisoning.

I am positive this facility will be an awful site to see. When tourists come to Hawaii, they're looking for the beautiful landscape and
scenery. They don't expect to see a facility that houses radiation that is suppose to kill the insects from their fruits and
vegetables. Hawaii is called "Paradise" for a reason, and an irradiation facility isn't one of them. Being born and raised in Hawaii
as well as being part Native Hawaiian, I was taught to respect and take care of the land. I am going to take care of my land by
pleading with you to not build that irradiation facility here. Once that facility leaks or even explodes, Hawaii will never be the
same. If that ever happens, I have failed to take care of my island which I call home. That reminds me, what will happen if a
plane were to accidentally hit that facility, especially when you hear all the horrible stories of numerous aircrafts that have been
malfunctioning? Wouldn't the impact and thus and explosion have an effect like an "atomic bomb" or worse? Now, being that
Hickam Airforce Base as well as Pearl Harbor are nearby, wouldn't you think that would make the concern even more great since
these military bases carry weapons that can cause profound devastation? If that facility were to explode, it would cause a horrible
chain reaction particularly since we don't know what kind of weapons our military houses in those bases. Advance technology
have taught us to expect the unexpected, which means our military weapons are far advanced from the weapons used in the
Vietnam War and even Operation Desert Storm. Building that facility would be "tempting fate!"

With all the advance knowledge and technology that you have, can't you build something safer that's without radiation? Would
you risk yourself to eat these fruits and vegetables everyday knowing that it goes through this facility? Who will be responsible for
any health problems-or even lives if there are malfunctions to this facility or from the consumption of these products? Who will
help Hawaii's economy when tourism decreases? If there is no appropriate solutions to these questions, that in itself says that
this facility should not be built. To avoid all of this, I am begging you again, please, do not build this facility. I do not want to die
from radiation poisoning. That would truly be a slow and excruciating painful death. Please think of all of this before the first
bricks are laid upon the foundation. So many lives now and in the future shall rest on your decision..

Thank you for taking the time to read this!

Sincerely,
Marci Muraoka _
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