
February 15, 2007

Ms. Emma Stamas
P.O. Box 12
Colrain, MA  01340

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO E-MAIL IN REGARDS TO THE LICENSE RENEWAL REVIEW
OF THE VERMONT YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER STATION

Dear Mrs. Stamas:

We received your e-mail on December 18, 2006, expressing your concerns with the license
renewal review of the Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station (VYNPS).  We have responded
to each of your concerns below (each of your comments is in italics and each response follows)
and hope it helps you understand the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC’s) roles and
responsibilities in the license renewal process.  We also enclosed a document entitled,
“Frequently Asked Questions on License Renewal of Nuclear Power Reactors.”  This document
is a good source of information on the overall license renewal process, addressing both safety
and environmental topics.  Also, a copy of the draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement for VYNPS was issued and mailed to you in mid-December 2006.

The RobinsonEIS@nrc.gov and BrunswickEIS@nrc.gov web addresses are no longer in use
since the operating licenses for those two plants have been renewed.  We established
VermontYankeeEIS@nrc.gov as a web address to receive comments on the scope of the
environmental review and on the draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for
VYNPS. 

1. Do you and your staff consider yourselves to be employed by Entergy or the residents of the
USA? Your reports (in both tone and format) show absolutely no evidence of compassion for or
interest in the concerns of the citizens who live in close proximity to the Vermont Yankee
Station.  

The NRC is the Federal government agency responsible for regulation of the nuclear power
industry.  Our mission is to ensure adequate protection of the public health and safety, promote
the common defense and security, and protect the environment in the civilian use of nuclear
materials in the United States.  As employees of the NRC, we are public servants, and we take
our responsibilities to conduct the mission of the NRC very seriously.

There are many ways for citizens to express their concerns regarding nuclear power, including
letters, e-mail messages, petitions, and public meetings; we seriously consider all concerns
expressed.  Your e-mail message dated December 18, 2006, and your letter dated 
June 18, 2006, during the scoping process for the license renewal review of VYNPS are two
examples.  This letter responds to your e-mail, and the Scoping Summary Report dated
October 30, 2006, responded to your scoping comments.  The scoping process including the 
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public meetings we conducted on June 7, 2006, in Brattleboro, Vermont, was intended to offer
members of the public living or working near VYNPS the opportunity to express their concerns
about environmental issues. 

Our reviews of the safety and environmental aspects of license renewal are based on scientific
information, analyses, and acceptance criteria, as are our responses to concerns expressed by
citizens.  NRC’s reviews of concerns about the safety of ongoing operation of nuclear power
plants are also based on scientific information, analyses, and acceptance criteria.

2. If you are indeed representing the interests of the US citizens who live near nuclear power
stations across the US, why have you constructed your reviews and policies in such a way as
to make it impossible for those citizens and their local governmental officials to express their
concerns and force companies like Entergy to seriously respond to them?

Our environmental scoping process is designed specifically to identify concerns and supporting
information from local citizens and government officials.  We did receive a large number of
comments as a result of our environmental scoping efforts for the VYNPS review, including a
letter from you.  NRC’s environmental team met with a number of local and state government
officials during the scoping process to gather information on any concerns they might have
regarding the application.

NRC has required the applicant, Entergy, to respond to requests for additional information
pertaining to technical issues the NRC staff deems material to its safety and environmental
reviews.  The NRC also has publicly shared the information we received from all sources,
including Entergy.    

3. In writing a summary of the June 6&7 2006 scoping meeting, you edited the letters and
comments by leaving out large sections of commentary and by chopping each comment into
incoherent and small parts of the whole and reordering them. The comments no longer
resemble the original texts and verbal comments made by those citizens who spent many hours
writing and researching their questions.  This appears to be a form of censorship of the public
voice.  Is this standard NRC operating procedure?

The complete transcripts of the scoping meetings held on June 7, 2006, are publicly available. 
The Scoping Summary Report, dated October 30, 2006, (ADAMS Accession No.
ML063030576) states the complete transcripts from the open house (commenters only) and
public meetings are publicly available and where to find them.  The complete transcripts for the
open house and afternoon and evening meetings are listed under ADAMS Accession Nos.
ML061840036, ML061840033, and ML061840029, respectively.  The ADAMS Public Electronic
Reading Room is accessible at: http://adamswebsearch.nrc.gov/dologin.htm.

All of the comments were carefully considered.  In an effort to provide concise responses to
comments in the Scoping Summary Report, we identified the essence of the comments made
at the public meetings, in e-mail messages, and in letters, and categorized them by issue.  It
does not change the responses; it merely applies them more broadly to similar comments.  
This approach enables the NRC staff to address all comments in an efficient manner and is a
standard practice for all license renewal environmental reviews.
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4. It appears that the only written comments that are going to be followed up by further
research or response by your team are those that concern wildlife and power lines and the
ecology of the Connecticut River which is overheating as it cools the reactor at Vernon, VT. 
While this is a serious concern, it is and was NOT the most serious concern expressed by the
people who spoke or wrote to the NRC in June 2006.  There were hundreds of comments and
questions about public safety and security issues (everything from cracks in the aging facility, to
the risks of terrorists breaching the weak security system, to concerns about the unusual and
dangerous storage of “spent” nuclear fuel control rods, to operational errors and other problems
that have actually caused releases of radioactivity at other Nuclear Stations). To all these
serious questions and comments, you repeated this comment over and over again: “ The
comments are out side the scope of the license renewal review and provide no new
information: therefore, they will not be evaluated further.”  Is it legal to construct a government
license renewal in such a way that the most serious public safety issues are “outside the scope
of the review”?  Is this standard operating procedure in any other governmental agencies
besides the NRC?

See response to Comment No. 5

5. On p.60 of your report it says, “As part of the license renewal process, it is assumed the
safety design basis of the plant will be maintained and the plant will continue to meet all the
NRC regulations.”  If you and the other reviewers continuously ASSUME that the design and
upkeep of the facility will “meet all NRC regulations”, what is the purpose of the review process
except to be a mindless formality?  On closer examination of the review process, it appears that
the NRC has constructed a process of review that can ignore all questions of public safety by
assuming that they are irrelevant or too vague or cannot be proven.  Then the NRC appears to
totally ignore these issues except when sued by the public whom they are supposedly
representing.  This is the key question: what is it that you are NOT reviewing and why is this
acceptable?  It is obviously not acceptable for those of us who have to live and work and raise
our families near the Vermont Yankee Nuclear Facility.

The NRC’s license renewal process is based on the principle that the current plant-specific
licensing basis must be maintained during the renewal term in the same manner, and to the
same extent, as during the original license term.  By enforcing existing regulations now as well
as during the extended period of operation, the NRC can assume that the design basis of the
plant will continue to meet all NRC safety criteria and that the plant will continue to be operated
within NRC requirements.  During the renewal term, the NRC will continue to conduct
inspections and provide regulatory oversight to ensure that nuclear power plants continue to
meet all regulatory requirements and operate safely.  Any safety concerns associated with
current plant operations, such as security, emergency preparedness, or degraded conditions for
safety components are being addressed by the NRC under the current operating license. 
Those same concerns would continue to be addressed under a new operating license, if issued.

NRC’s review of a license renewal application is focused on safety and environmental issues
unique to an additional 20 years of operation beyond the original operating license.  The safety
review focuses on managing the effects of aging that could lead to failures of long-lived,
passive safety systems, structures, and components during an additional 20 years of operation. 
The environmental review involves an evaluation of the expected environmental impact of an
additional 20 years of operation.
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In response to scoping comments related to concerns about current plant operation, including
security, the Scoping Summary Report indicates (1) how those concerns are currently
addressed by NRC’s reactor oversight program, and (2) that those concerns are out of scope
for license renewal because they are addressed on an ongoing basis under the current
operating license.  

6. What scientific basis is there for the assumption that over the next 30 years there will not be
ANY new or old cracking or aging problems, operational errors, terrorism or vandalism, natural
disasters (such as flooding or earthquakes) that could cause an accidental release of
radioactivity or an even more serious problem at the Vermont Yankee facility?  Inspectors of
bridges and tunnels have recently given satisfactory safety reports mere months before the
bridges and tunnels they just inspected have suddenly collapsed.  What reason does the public
have to believe that NRC inspectors will do significantly better with their inspections and
reviews over the next 40 years? 

NRC makes no such assumption.  In fact, based on experience, the NRC assumes that
problems will develop.  The entire current reactor oversight program and the aging
management programs implemented as part of license renewal review are intended to identify
problems, either from known degradation mechanisms or new and different ones, before they
cause failures.  The probabilistic risk assessment described in Chapter 5 and Appendix G of the
draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement discusses the likelihood and possible
consequences of severe plant accidents.  NRC constantly strives to conduct the most effective
reactor oversight program possible; NRC also continually evaluates the program and revises it
to maximize effectiveness.  If a renewed operating license is issued, the reactor oversight
program will continue to be implemented at VYNPS during the extended period of operation.  

7. In an area where almost all of us rely on a healthy and nearly pristine environment to make a
living (producing agricultural products, tourism, education, and services for these people), even
a small release of radioactivity would be disastrous to our economy.  Why isn’t this serious
economic issue under review?

Small amounts of radioactive material are routinely released from the plant in gaseous effluents
and rarely in liquid effluents.  These releases are monitored and maintained within the limits of
the Environmental Protection Agency and NRC regulations.  Entergy and the State of Vermont
conduct radiological environmental monitoring programs in the area around the plant to ensure
that the amount of radioclides found in the environment from these releases are as expected. 
Chapter 2 of the draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement discusses the very small
impact of these releases.

There is also some risk of the release of radioactive material from a plant accident.  Chapter 5
and Appendix G of the draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement discuss the
potential impacts from design basis and severe accidents and the Severe Accident Mitigation
Alternatives (SAMA) analysis.  The SAMA analysis discusses the likelihood and possible
consequences of plant accidents.  The estimated consequences include offsite economic costs
associated with severe plant accidents.
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If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Environmental
Project Manager, Mr. Richard L. Emch, Jr., by e-mail at VermontYankeeEIS@nrc.gov or 
RLE@nrc.gov or call him at 1-800-368-5642, extension 1590.

Sincerely,
 
/RA/

Rani Franovich, Branch Chief
Environmental Branch B
Division of License Renewal
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure: 
As stated

Docket No.  50-271

cc w/o encl:  See next page



E. Stamas -5-

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Environmental
Project Manager, Mr. Richard L. Emch, Jr., by e-mail at VermontYankeeEIS@nrc.gov or 
RLE@nrc.gov or call him at 1-800-368-5642, extension 1590.

Sincerely,
 
/RA/

Rani Franovich, Branch Chief
Environmental Branch B
Division of License Renewal
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure: 
As stated

Docket No.  50-271

cc w/o encl:  See next page

DISTRIBUTION:
P.T. Kuo (RidsNrrDlr)
R. Franovich (RidsNrrDlrRebb)
E. Benner (RidsNrrDlrReba)
R. Emch
J. Muir
S. Hernandez
D. Miller, ANL
J. Shea
J. Rowley
D. Pelton, SRI
B. Sienel, RI
R. Powell, RI
R. Conte, RI
N. Sheehan, OPA, RI
D. Screnci, OPA, RI
R. Shane, OCA
RidsOGCMailRoom
DLR/REBB
DLR/REBA

Adams Accession No. ML070100108

OFFICE LA:DLR GS:DLR:REBB PM:DLR:REBB BC:DLR:REBB

NAME I. King J. Muir R. Emch R. Franovich

DATE 2/15/07  1/15/07  1/13/07   2/15/07  

OFFICIAL RECORD COPY



Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station

cc:

Regional Administrator, Region I
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA  19406-1415

Mr. David R. Lewis
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
2300 N Street, NW
Washington, DC  20037-1128

Mr. David O’Brien, Commissioner
Vermont Department of Public Service
112 State Street
Montpelier, VT  05620-2601

Mr. James Volz, Chairman
Public Service Board 
State of Vermont 
112 State Street 
Montpelier, VT  05620-2701

Operating Experience Coordinator
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
320 Governor Hunt Road
Vernon, VT  05354

Mr. G. Dana Bisbee, Esq.
Deputy Attorney General
33 Capitol Street 
Concord, NH  03301-6937

Chief, Safety Unit 
Office of the Attorney General
One Ashburton Place, 19th Floor 
Boston, MA  02108

Ms. Deborah B. Katz
Box 83
Shelburne Falls, MA  01370

Ms. Carla A. White, RRPT, CHP
Radiological Health
Vermont Department of Health
P.O. Box 70, Drawer #43
108 Cherry Street
Burlington, VT  05402-0070

Mr. James M. DeVincentis
Manager, Licensing
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
P.O. Box 0500
185 Old Ferry Road
Brattleboro, VT  05302-0500

Resident Inspector
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.O. Box 176
Vernon, VT  05354

Director, Massachusetts Emergency                
   Management Agency
ATTN: James Muckerheide
400 Worcester Rd.
Framingham, MA  01702-5399

Mr. Jonathan M. Block, Esq.
Main Street
P.O. Box 566
Putney, VT  05346-0566

Mr. John F. McCann
Director, Licensing
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601

Mr. Gary J. Taylor
Chief Executive Officer
Entergy Operations
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS  39213

Mr. John T. Herron
Sr. VP and Chief Operating Officer
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601

Mr. Oscar Limpias
Vice President, Engineering 
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601
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cc:

Mr. Christopher Schwartz
Vice President, Operations Support
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601

Mr. Michael J. Colomb
Director of Oversight
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601

Mr. Travis C. McCullough
Assistant General Counsel
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601

Mr. Theodore Sullivan
Site Vice President
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
P.O. Box 0500
185 Old Ferry Road
Brattleboro, VT  05302-0500

Mr. James H. Sniezek
5486 Nithsdale Drive
Salisbury, MD  21801

Ms. Stacey M. Lousteau
Treasury Department
Entergy Services, Inc.
639 Loyola Avenue
New Orleans, LA  70113

Mr. Raymond Shadis
New England Coalition
Post Office Box 98
Edgecomb, ME  04556

Mr. James P. Matteau
Executive Director
Windham Regional Commission
139 Main Street, Suite 505
Brattleboro, VT  05301

Mr. William K. Sherman
Vermont Department of Public Service
112 State Street
Drawer 20
Montpelier, VT  05620-2601

Mr. Michael D. Lyster
5931 Barclay Lane
Naples, FL  34110-7306

Ms. Charlene D. Faison
Manager, Licensing
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601

Mr. James Ross
Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 I Street, NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC   20006-3708

Mr. Peter Deyo
Chairman, Vernon Select Board
567 Governor Hunt Road
Vernon, VT  05354

Mr. Jerry Remillard
Brattleboro Town Manager
230 Main Street, Suite 208
Brattleboro, VT  05301

Mr. Steven A. Steidle
Chair, Brattleboro Select Board
108 Meetinghouse Lane
Brattleboro, VT  05301-8985

Sen. Roderick M. Gander
Senator, Windham District
43 Tyler Street
Brattleboro, VT  05301

Sen. Jeanette K. White
Senator, Windham District
35A Old Depot Road
Putney, VT  05346
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cc:

Mr. Ed Anthes
Vermont Nuclear Free by 2012
P.O. Box 6325
Brattleboro, VT  05302

Mr. John D. Smith
Chairman Board of Selectmen
P.O. Box 13
Hinsdale, NH  03451

Ms. Diana Sidebotham
The New England Coalition
P.O. Box 545
Brattleboro, VT  05302

Ms. Christina Laine
P.O. Box 3347
Stowe, VT  05672

Mr. John Dougherty
120 Manning Hill Rd.
Winchester, NH  03470

Mr. Steven Naeck
291 Cobble Hill Rd.
W. Swanzey, NH  03446

Mr. Michael Carrier
230 Main St.
Brattleboro, VT  05301

Mr. Thomas Simon
2230 Higley Hill Rd.
Wilmington, VT 05363

Ms. Janice Healy
1350 Main Street 
Springfield, MA  01103

Ms. Kari Finnell
21 Dummerston Station 
E. Dummerston, VT  05346

T. J. Poor
Dept. of Public Service
State St., Drawer 20
Montpelier, VT  05602

Mr. Charles Jenks
103A Keets Rd.
Deerfield, MA  01342

Mr. Anthony L. Stevens
40 Lathrop St.
South Hadley, MA  01075

Mr. William Irwin
VT Dept. of Health
108 Caerry St.
Burlington, VT  05402

Ms. Terri C. Smith
779 Brattleboro Rd.
Hinsdale, NH  03451

Ms. Carrol Ann Twetan
13 Revere Dr.
Hinsdale, NH  03451

Ms. Jane Michand
129 Forrest St., Apt. 2
Brattleboro, VT  05301

Mr. Salvador Hancola/Ms. Deborah Reger
149 Grist Mill Rd.
Corinth, VT  05039

Ms. Martha Drala
1480 Union Village
Norwich, VT  05055

Mr. Jon Blode
94 Main St.
P.O. Box 566
Putney, VT  05346

Ms. Cora Brooks
P.O. Box 43
Chelsea, VT  05038

Mr. Bunder Mabkan
P.O. Box 960
Manchester Center, VT  05255
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cc:

Ms. Joan C. Shaw
49 Coltage St.
Manchester Center, VT  05255

Ms. Anne Elizabeth Howes
52 South Main
Brattleboro, VT  05301

Mr. Richard Denby
P.O. Box 253
Hinsdale, NH  03451

Ms. Megg Rogers
24 River Rd.
Hinsdale, NH  03452

A.J. Madkour
P.O. Box 960
Manshester Center, VT  05255

Ms. Julie Moore
VT Agency of Natural Resources
103 S. Main St.
Center Bldg., 3rd Flr.
Waterbury, VT  05671

Ms. Ruth E. Clark
955 Barney Hill Rd.
Guilford, VT  05301

Mr. Timothy M. Jones
MA Attorney General
W Mass Division
1350 Main St.
Springfield, MA  01103

Mr. Michael Flory
2031 B Ft. Bridgeman Rd.
Vernon, VT  05354

Ms. Eesha Williams
111 Dutton Farm Rd.
Brattleboro, VT  05301

Mr. Garrett D. Edwards
814 Waverly Road
Kennett Square, PA   19348

Mr. Dennis Girroir
860 Lakeridge Dr.
Guilford, VT  05301

Mr. Dan Jeffries
163 Carriage Hill Rd.
Brattleboro, VT  05301

Mr. Chris Nord
14 North Main St. 
Newton, NH  03858

Mr. Clay Turnbull
1799 Simpson Brk Rd. 
Townshend, VT  05353

Mr. Bernard Buteau
1836 Petersham Rd.
Athol, MA  01331

Evan Mulholland
564 South Windsor St., Apt 6
South Royalton, VT  05068

Ms. Jeanne Walsh
Ref. Librarian, Brooks Memorial Library
224 Main Street 
Brattleboro, VT  05301

Ms. Debra Kern
Director, Dickinson Memorial Library
115 Main Street
Northfield, MA  01360

Ms. Mary Major
Library Director, Hinsdale Public Library
P.O. Box 6
Hinsdale, NH  03451
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cc:

Ms. Adrienne Boudreau
Library Director, Vernon Free Library
567 Governor Hunt Road
Vernon, VT  05354

Mr. Mike Hamer 
Licensing Specialist, VYNPS
P.O. Box 0500
185 Old Ferry Road
Brattleboro, VT  05302-0500

Mr. George Clain
86 Maple Crest
Barre, VT  05641

Ms. Sunny Miller, Executive Director
Traprock Peace Center
103A Keets Road
Deerfield, MA 01342

Ms. Sally Shaw
100 River Rd.
Gill, MA 01354

Ms. Catherine Gjessing
State of Vermont Agency of Natural              
   Resources
100 South Main Street, Center Building
Waterbury, VT  05671-0301

Mr. Thomas Matsuda
Assistant Professor
Mount Wachusett Community College
Gardner, MA  01440

Ms. Becca King
33 Allen St.
Greenfield, MA  01301

Ms. Pam Walker
48 Franklin St.
Shelburne Falls, MA  01370

Mr. Jonathan von Ranson
Bear Mountain Stonemasonry and                
   The Commonfarm
6 Lockes Village Rd.
Wendell, MA  01379

Mr. Ronald A. Shems, Esq.
Shems, Dunkiel, Kassel & Saunders, PLLC
91 College Street
Burlington, VT  05401

Ms. Karen Tyler, Esq.
Shems, Dunkiel, Kassel & Saunders, PLLC
91 College Street
Burlington, VT  05401

Ms. Sarah Hofmann, Esq.
Director of Public Advocacy
Department of Public Service
112 State Street - Drawer 20
Montpelier, VT  05620-2601

Ms. Jennifer J. Patterson, Esq.
Office of the New Hampshire Attorney          
   General
33 Capitol Street
Concord, NH  03301

Mr. Matias F. Travieso-Diaz, Esq.
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
2300 N Street, NW
Washington, DC  20037-1128

Mr. Matthew Brock, Esq.
Assistant Attorney General
Office of the Massachusetts Attorney            
   General
Environmental Protection Division
One Ashburton Place, Room 1813
Boston, MA  02108-1598

Mr. Anthony Z. Roisman, Esq.
National Legal Scholars Law Firm
84 East Thetford Rd.
Lyme, NH  03768
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cc:

Diane Curran, Esq.
Harmon, Curran, Spielberg &
  Eisenberg, L.L.P
1726 M Street, NW, Suite 600  
Washington, DC  20036

Mr. Norman L. Rademacher
Director, NSA
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
P.O. Box 0500
185 Old Ferry Road
Brattleboro, VT  05302-0500

Ms. Elizabeth Higgins
Environmental Review Coordinator
Office of Environmental Review
USEPA New England, Region 1
1 Congress Street, Suite 1100
Boston, MA  02114-2023

Mr. Timothy Timmerman
Environmental Scientist
Office of Environmental Review
USEPA New England, Region 1
1 Congress Street, Suite 1100
Boston, MA  02114-2023

Mr. Bill Pearson
129 Forest Street
Brattleboro, VT  05301

Dr. Vijai N. Rai, Team Leader
Natural Resources Management Team
Office of Environmental Policy and                
   Compliance
U.S. Department of the Interior
MS-2342-MIB
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC  20240
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