
January 8, 2007

Mr. David Lochbaum
Union of Concerned Scientists
1707 H Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC  20006

Dear Mr. Lochbaum:

I am responding to your letter of December 7, 2006, which raised a concern related to a
potential violation of Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 50.9 (10 CFR 50.9) on
the part of AmerGen, the licensee for Three Mile Island (TMI), Unit 1.  The concern involved a
report made by AmerGen, pursuant to 10 CFR 50.72, regarding the trip of the TMI reactor
on November 2, 2006.  

We have reviewed the information you provided and have reached the following conclusions:

    @ The initial four-hour report on the trip was substantially correct and accurate.  The only
information in question was the characterization of the main steam safety valves as
"stuck open," rather than open as a result of steam pressure being above the valves'
reseat pressure.  This was discussed in detail in my letter to you of November 29, 2006.

    . The 10 CFR 50.72 four-hour report is an oral notification provided by the licensee’s
operating staff to the NRC Headquarters Operations Operator.  As stated in the NRC
Enforcement Policy, “The Commission recognizes that oral information may in some
situations be inherently less reliable than written submittals because of the absence of
an opportunity for reflection and management review."

    @ The NRC resident inspectors were on-site and responded to the control room at the time
of the trip.  The resident inspectors were aware of the actual plant conditions throughout
the transient.  In addition, the resident inspectors accurately communicated information
relative to plant status to NRC management as part of the normal event followup
process.

    @ AmerGen control room operators were in control of the plant and operated it within the
confines of approved procedures.

    @ AmerGen corrected the mis-characterization of the main steam safety valve condition
promptly when the matter was brought to their attention by making a followup 10 CFR
50.72 report to the NRC, clarifying the condition of the main steam safety valves.

    @ Since the resident inspectors' first-hand knowledge of plant conditions provides a major
source of information to NRC management during event followup, as described above,
the NRC decision-making process did not rely solely on information provided by
AmerGen in the initial four-hour report, nor in the subsequent update to that report. 
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Also, the licensee clarified the information in a timely manner.  As a result, the
mis-characterized information contained in the initial four hour report was not material to
the NRC decision-making process in this case, would not be considered to be
significant, and would not be subject to enforcement action under 10 CFR 50.9.

I trust that this letter has been responsive to your concern.  If you have any further questions or
concerns in this matter, please contact Ronald Bellamy at 610-337-5200.

Sincerely,

/RA/

David C. Lew, Director
Division of Reactor Projects
Region I

Docket No.  50-289
License No.  DPR-50
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cc: 
Chief Operating Officer, AmerGen
Site Vice President - TMI Unit 1, AmerGen
Plant Manager - TMI, Unit 1, AmerGen
Regulatory Assurance Manager - TMI, Unit 1, AmerGen
Senior Vice President - Nuclear Services, AmerGen
Vice President - Mid-Atlantic Operations, AmerGen
Vice President - Operations Support, AmerGen
Vice President - Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, AmerGen
Director Licensing - AmerGen 
Manager Licensing - TMI, AmerGen 
Vice President - General Counsel and Secretary, AmerGen
T. O’Neill, Associate General Counsel, Exelon Generation Company
J. Fewell, Esq., Assistant General Counsel, Exelon Nuclear
Correspondence Control Desk -  AmerGen 
Chairman, Board of County Commissioners of Dauphin County
Chairman, Board of Supervisors of Londonderry Township
R. Janati, Director, Bureau of Radiation Protection, State of PA
J. Johnsrud, National Energy Committee
E. Epstein, TMI-Alert (TMIA)
D. Allard, PADEP
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Distribution:  
S. Collins, RA
M. Dapas, DRA
R. Bellamy, DRP 
R. Fuhrmeister, DRP
A. Rosebrook, DRP
D. Kern, DRP, Senior Resident Inspector
J. Brand, DRP, Resident Inspector
B. Sosa, RI OEDO 
H. Chernoff, NRR
F. Saba, PM, NRR
J. Boska, NRR
E. Miller, NRR
K. Farrar, ORA
R. Barkley, ORA
M. Sykes, DRS
D. Screnci, PAO
Region I Docket Room (with concurrences)
RA 06-236

Response Letter ADAMS Accession Number: ML
Incoming Letter ADAMS Accession Number: ML

SUNSI Review Complete:       AAR              (Reviewer’s Initials)

DOCUMENT NAME:  C:\FileNet\ML070090618.wpd

After declaring this document “An Official Agency Record” it will be released to the Public.

To receive a copy of this document, indicate in the box:  "C" = Copy without attachment/enclosure
   "E" = Copy with attachment/enclosure   "N" = No copy

OFFICE RI/DRP RI/DRP RI/ORA RI/DRP

NAME ARosebrook/AAR RBellamy/AAR for RBarkley/NAS MCheok/MCC
DATE 12/27/06 12/27/06 12/27/06 12/28/06

OFFICE RI/DRS RI/RC RI/DRP

NAME MSykes/DS for KFarrar/BWJ via
email

DLew/DCL

DATE 12/29/06 12/29/06 01/08/07

OFFICIAL RECORD COPY



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


