December 28, 2006

Dr. Susan M. Langhorst, Ph.D., CHP
Environmental Health and Safety Department
Washington University

660 S. Euclid Avenue

St. Louis, MO 63110-1093

Dear Dr. Langhorst:

| would like to thank the management and staff of Washington University for hosting the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) during my recent visit to your university. | found the
information you and your staff provided, including your perspectives on current NRC initiatives
in the nuclear materials area, to be very insightful. | appreciate the effort that you and your staff
expended in organizing a well-orchestrated visit and facilitating many discussions with your staff
which will be helpful as the NRC moves forward on the policy issues we discussed.

| would also like to acknowledge my receipt of your November 10, 2006, letter which requested
information on two exemptions submitted by Washington University and provided a copy of
comments previously submitted by your organization on the rulemaking currently being
developed by the NRC on the expanded definition of byproduct material. My staff will be in
contact with you in the near future to respond to your letter as well as the issues we discussed
during my visit.

I highly value information and insights from organizations such as yours, and | appreciate the
time and efforts taken by Washington University to facilitate an excellent tour of your facility.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Martin J. Virgilio

Deputy Executive Director for Materials, Waste,

Research, State, Tribal, and Compliance Programs
Office of the Executive Director for Operations

cc: Charles Miller, FSME
Steven Reynolds, Rl
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