January 4, 2007

Mr. David McKee

c/o Town of Kingston, Massachusetts
Emergency Management Agency
105 Pembroke Street

Kingston, MA 02364

Dear Mr. McKee:

On behalf of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), | am responding to your letter dated
November 11, 2006, to Chairman Klein regarding emergency planning. In the letter you raised
concerns on the artificiality of the graded exercises, the extent of play, and the annual review
process of local emergency plans and procedures. We understand that you have also sent a
similar letter to the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA).

The NRC and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) have the responsibility for
evaluating emergency preparedness and response capabilities at and around nuclear power
plants. The NRC assesses the onsite plans developed by the licensee while DHS evaluates the
offsite plans and capabilities. The NRC is responsible for assessing the overall adequacy of
emergency planning and preparedness. We have discussed your concerns with DHS and
MEMA. MEMA has informed us that they are scheduling a meeting with Mr. Robert Heath, the
current Emergency Management Director of Kingston, to discuss the issues that you raised.
NRC and DHS will participate in this meeting.

NRC believes that drills and exercises are important to emergency planning. We currently are
working with DHS to develop emergency planning exercise scenarios which would incorporate a
wide spectrum of releases (ranging from little or no release to a large release) and events,
including security-based events. These scenarios should emphasize the expected interfaces
and coordination between key decision-makers based on realistic postulated events.

If you have any questions, please contact Yen Chen of my staff at 301-415-5615.
Sincerely,
IRA/
Eric J. Leeds, Director
Division of Preparedness and Response

Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response

cc: Mr. Robert Heath
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