January 11, 2007

Mr. Mark H. Williams, Director

Regulatory Authority Office

Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
U.S. Department of Energy

1551 Hillshire Drive

North Las Vegas, NV 89134-6321

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR COPY OF SCIENTIFIC NOTEBOOK FROM PENA BLANCA
STUDIES

Dear Mr. Williams:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) would like to obtain a copy of a scientific
notebook, used in work done for the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), along with a copy of
any CD-ROM that is associated with the notebook. The notebook NRC seeks is identified as
OSTI-LBNL-PD-1, and was prepared by Dr. Patrick Dobson, of the Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory. The information contained in the scientific notebook documents part of the work
conducted on the Pefia Blanca natural analog site located in Chihuahua, Mexico, through the
Science and Technology Program (formerly referred to as Office of Science, Technology, and
International) of the DOE Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management. NRC and the
Center for Nuclear Waste Regulatory Analyses (CNWRA) have been conducting independent
studies of this natural analog site. The information contained in the scientific notebook will help
CNWRA complete some studies.

Please contact Dr. Bret Leslie, at 301-415-6652, or e-mail bwl@nrc.gov, if you have any
questions about this request.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Jack Davis, Deputy Director

Technical Review Directorate

Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

cc: See attached list.
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