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King of Prussia, PA 19406-1415 

The New Jersey Chapter of the Sierra Club, representing over 23,000 members state-wide, is extremely 
concerned about the proposal of Shieldalloy Metallurgical Corp. to cap and fence radioactive slag and dust in 
Newfield, Gloucester County. The NJDEP has found that this pile of waste, which presently sits four stories 
highs and spreads out over six acres has already contaminated the environment and ground waters of the 
surrounding area with Radium. Shieldalloy should not have been allowed to pollute Newfield as part of its 
operations and it certainly should not be allowed to continue to pollute this town in its absence. There is no 
price that can be put on the public health of the citizens of our state. 

The proposal to cap this Ate is inappropriate and dangerous. All caps will fail and the radioactive materials 
will continue to leach into groundwater. The only safe way to clean this site is to completely remove the 
contaminated material. This is what we believe the law requires and what is most protective of public health 
and safety. In addition, this site would have to be monitored for centuries. Not only do we doubt Shieldalloy’s 
sincerity in thorough and effective monitoring, but it could become a potential target for terrorists since there 
are materials that could be used to make a “dirty” bomb. 

Shieldalloy claims that it will cost them $58 million dollars to do a full cleanup of this site. They have alleged 
that this will put them into bankruptcy and have threatened to leave New Jersey citizens to foot the bill if we do 
not accept their inadequate cleanup proposal. Envirocare of Utah, a company that specializes in radioactive 
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Shieldalloy has more to gain. Merely capping their slag and creating the first radioactive waste dump in the 
state of New Jersey will only cost the corporation $5 million dollars. We think it is completely unacceptable 
that this risk to public health is even being considered. The costs of cleanup should not be a factor in deciding 
which method is most appropriate and poses the least amount of harm to our citizens. 

As the regulator of this site, it is imperative that you do what is in the best interests of the citizens surrounding 
this site. We will not succumb to this toxic blackmail, and feel that a full cleanup is in order at this site. The 
contamination has gone on too long and it is a slap in the face for these people that Shieldalloy now wants to 
leave them with their radioactive waste. 
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