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REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

Preventive Medicine Services

Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region I
Division of Nuclears Material Safety
475 Alendale Road
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406-1415

Medical Licensing Division:

In compliance with the "Timeliness Rule," the Health Physics Office of Walter Reed Army
Medical Center, NRC License 08-01738-02, will cease all NRC license operations for the U.S.
Army Institute of Dental Research (USAIDR) facilities in buildings 2803, 2805 and 2813, Fort
Meade, MD. The USAIDR labs used 1-125 in RIA kits and H-3 and C-14 in 10's of micro-curie
amounts per experiment. The maximum amount of material on hand in a stock bottle was less
than 2 millicuries. The material was on hand at this location from 1981 until 1993.

The Walter Reed Army Institute of Research Animal Holding Facility burned down about
1986, and was not removed from the license. A historical investigation indicated that one
protocol administering small micro-curie amounts of 1-125 and 1-131 to pregnant sheep in the
1970's was the only use of byproduct material at this location,

The decommissioning of all buildings has begun with a historical records investigation.
The documentation for the final surveys of the USAIDR facilities will include meter surveys,
swipe surveys, and historical records review of the buildings. The meter surveys will determine if

.there was any alpha, beta, and gamma radioactive contamination. The swipe surveys will consist
of surveying the entire building floor and up to 5 feet on the walls or doors for removable
contamination. The survey swipes will be processed in both auto-gamma and liquid scintillation
counters. We will also take additional samples in areas where dust could collect, such as lighting
fixtures and any equipment that will remain in the buildings. Permanent records for the
decommissioning surveys will be maintained in the Health Physics Office files. Once the surveys
are complete and the facilities are determined to be releasable for public use, we will send the
decommissioning documentation and a request for a license amendment to delete both locations.

For additional information regarding this correspondence, please contact Colonel William
B. Johnson, Chief, Health Physics Office, Preventive Medicine Services, (202) 356-0058.

'Sincerely,

a B. nson

Colonel, U.S. Army
Radiation Protection Officer
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