DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

WALTER RE_E_D' ARMY MEDICAL CENTER
WASHINGTON, DC_ 20307-5001 O
30 June 1997 o%e

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

Preventive Medicine Services

Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region I
Medical Licensing Division

475 Alendale Road

King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406-1415

Medical Licensing Division :

-In compliance with the “Timeliness Rule,” the Health Physics Office will cease license -
operations in buildings 149A and 513, Forest Glen, Silver Spring, MD, Walter Reed Army
Medical Center, Washington, DC. The Health Physics Office received radiological packages, and
has stored a variety of sealed radioactive sources in the buildings. No unsealed radioactive
materials were used in either of these buildings. Neither of the buildings are individually listed on
the Walter Reed Army Medical Center NRC Byproduct Materials License 08-01738-02,
therefore, we do not believe that an amendment to this license is required.

The decommissioning of the buildings has begun with a historical records investigation,
and decontamination surveys. The documentation for the final surveys will include meter surveys,
swipe surveys, and historical survey records of the buildings. The meter surveys will search for
alpha, beta, and gamma radioactive contamination. The swipe survey will consist of surveymg the
_entire building floor and up to 5 feet on the walls or doors for removable contamination.  The

survey swipes will be processed in both the auto-gamma and liquid scintillation counters. We will
- also take additional samples in areas where dust could collect, such as lighting fixtures and any
equipment that will remain in the buildings. Permanent records for this decommissioning survey
w1ll be maintained in the Health Physics Office files.

For additional _infqrmation regarding this decommissioning plan, please contact Colonel
William B. Johnson, Chief, Health Physics Office or Captain Arthur R. Morton, Chief, Operations
Branch, Health Physig§ Office; Preventive Medicine Services, at (202) 356-0058.

Sincerely,

A o

f@\ William B. Johnson
Colonel U.S. Army
Radiation Protection Officer
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