
January 4, 2007

Dr. Michael T. Ryan, Chairman
Advisory Committee on Nuclear Waste
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C.  20555

SUBJECT: SPENT FUEL TRANSPORTATION PACKAGE RESPONSE TO THE
BALTIMORE TUNNEL FIRE SCENARIO

Dear Dr. Ryan:

In a letter to Chairman Klein, dated November 28, 2006, the Advisory Committee on Nuclear
Waste (ACNW) reported the results of its review of two recent tunnel fire reports titled “Spent
Fuel Transportation Package Response to the Caldecott Tunnel Fire Scenario - Draft Report for
Comment” and “Spent Fuel Transportation Package Response to the Baltimore Tunnel Fire
Scenario - Final Report” completed by the Division of Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation
(SFST), in the Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards.  ACNW noted its agreement
with the report’s conclusions that the spent fuel transportation packages examined would have
performed within regulatory limits, if involved in the real-life tunnel fire scenarios analyzed.  The
Committee also noted that the reports were improved by requesting and responding to public
comments. 

The SFST staff agrees with the Committee’s observation that these reports were improved by
the process of receiving, and responding to, public comments, and the staff will consider
issuing future reports on complex and highly visible topics for public comment.  In addition, the
staff would like to thank the Committee for the timeliness and thoroughness of its review of the
staff’s reports, and note that these reports are part of an ongoing effort to continually assure
that transportation packages perform adequately during severe, real-life accidents. 
 
The staff looks forward to future interactions with the ACNW on other important issues
regarding the safe storage and transportation of radioactive materials.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Luis A. Reyes
Executive Director
  for Operations

cc:  Chairman Klein
       Commissioner McGaffigan
       Commissioner Merrifield
       Commissioner Jaczko
       Commissioner Lyons
       SECY
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