
December 19, 2006

ALL AGREEMENT STATES, NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, VIRGINIA

NOTICE OF THE ISSUANCE OF NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION REGULATORY
ISSUE SUMMARY 2006-25, REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DISTRIBUTION AND POSSESSION
OF TRITIUM EXIT SIGNS AND THE REQUIREMENTS IN 10 CFR 31.5 AND 32.51a
(FSME-06-113)

Purpose:  To provide notice of the issuance of a Regulatory Issue Summary (RIS) regarding
generally licensed tritium exit signs which reiterates the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s
(NRC) requirements for the distribution and possession of tritium exit signs, with an emphasis
on the proper disposal.

Background:  The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the State of New Jersey have
expressed their concerns to NRC about the possible improper disposal of tritium exit signs. 
Their concerns are based on a report, issued by the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection prepared by Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc., dated October 3,
2005, regarding increased levels of tritium found in leachate in Pennsylvania landfills.  The
report concludes that the increased levels of tritium are attributable to the improper disposal of
tritium exit signs.  For this reason, the reporting requirements for the distribution and
possession of generally licensed tritium exit signs in 10 CFR 31.5 and 32.51a as well as the
requirements for proper disposal are reiterated.

NRC Point of Contact:  If you have any questions regarding RIS 2006-25 (ADAMS
ML062770363), contact Ujagar S. Bhachu, Project Manager, Office of Federal and State
Materials and Environmental Management Programs, telephone 301-415-7894, e-mail,
usb@nrc.gov. 

If you have any questions regarding this correspondence, please contact me at 301-415-3340
or the individual named below.  

FSME CONTACT:  Tomas Herrera INTERNET:  txh1@nrc.gov
TELEPHONE:         301-415-7138 FAX:             301-415-5369

                                                                    
/RA/
Janet R. Schlueter, Director
Division of Materials Safety and State Agreements
Office of Federal and State Materials and
  Environmental Management Programs

Enclosure: 
Regulatory Issue Summary 2006-25
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