December 28, 2006

MEMORANDUM TO: Chairman Klein
Commissioner McGaffigan
Commissioner Merrifield
Commissioner Jaczko
Commissioner Lyons

FROM: Luis A. Reyes /RA Martin J. Virgilio Acting For/
Executive Director for Operations

SUBJECT: STATUS OF STANDARD REVIEW PLAN AND REGULATORY
GUIDES UPDATE IN SUPPORT OF NEW REACTOR
LICENSING

This memorandum provides the Commission with the status of the update of NUREG-0800,
“Standard Review Plan for the Review of Safety Analysis Reports for Nuclear Power Plants”
(SRP), and regulatory guides (RGs) to support the review of anticipated combined operating license
(COL) applications in September 2007. These documents will provide an acceptable and
consistent approach for applicants to satisfy the regulatory requirements in Title 10 of the Code
of Federal Regulations for COLs, thereby promoting the efficiency, effectiveness and stability of
the regulatory process. The staff provided the previous status for the SRP and RG update
program in a memorandum to the Commission dated October 6, 2006 (ADAMS Package

No. ML062750499).

The SRP update and issuance of supporting RGs continue to be on schedule for completion in
March 2007. The staff has made significant progress since the last quarterly report to the
Commission in updating the SRP to ensure that the technical content of each section is current.
As of December 15, 2006, approximately 50% of the SRP sections have either been revised,
determined not necessary to support new reactors or are in the concurrence process; 35% of
the sections have been technically updated and are being modified to the new SRP format that
extends the applicability of the SRP to 10 CFR Part 52 (prior revisions address Part 50, only);
and 15% of the revisions still need technical input. A detailed schedule and descriptions

of anticipated changes for each SRP section are available on the NRC’s public website at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/nuregs/staff/sr0800/.
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Of the 31 RGs identified for completion by March 2007, three have been published, five are in
the final review and approval process, and 23 are in the public comment resolution process.
The public comment period for all of the proposed RGs ended on December 24, 2006. The
staff expects to address comments from the public and Advisory Committee on Reactor
Safeguards (ACRS) by early-February 2007, and complete Office of the General Counsel
reviews by early-March 2007.

The status of the RGs identified as “high priority” to support new reactor licensing is available
on the NRC’s public website at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/reg-quides/status.pdf. Note that RG 1.206,
“Combined License Applications for Nuclear Power Plants (LWR Edition),” is also planned for
issuance by March 2007, consistent with the SRP revision.

With respect to the new guidance being developed to support implementation of 10 CFR
20.1406, "Minimization of contamination,” work is proceeding consistent with the schedule
previously provided to the Commission. The staff has met with external stakeholders in two
public meetings to exchange information on the technical basis development and will most likely
meet again in late-January 2007. Draft guidance is expected to be ready for internal review in
April 2007, and available for public comment in July 2007. In the interim, the staff has added
acceptance criteria on meeting the requirements of associated Commission regulations, to the
relevant SRP sections. This interim guidance references a list of decommissioning lessons-
learned developed by the Office of Federal and State Materials and Environmental
Management Programs.

The Offices of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR), New Reactors (NRO) and Nuclear
Regulatory Research (RES) have been working together to provide information to stakeholders
on RGs and related SRP sections to assist the public in the review and comment process. The
staff has also continued to interact with the ACRS and the Advisory Committee on Nuclear
Waste to keep the members informed of the status and proposed changes to the SRP and
RGs. In addition, the staff has held multiple public meetings to keep external stakeholders
informed and facilitate staff interactions on this effort.

The staff is reviewing the SRP and RGs for consistency and quality. This meets the intent of
the quality assurance review directed in the Chairman’s June 15, 2006, memorandum.
Following Commission approval of SECY-06-0220, “Final Rule to Update 10 CFR Part 52,
‘Licenses, Certifications, and Approvals for Nuclear Power Plants,” the staff will make
appropriate changes to the SRP and RGs.
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