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November 8, 2006

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attn: Mr. Thomas Essig, Chief
Materials Safety and Inspection Branch MST8F3
11545 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

Dear Mr. Essig:

ABR diplomates who were certified prior to June 2006 should have an
opportunity to achieve AU status through a specialty board certification
process. The ABR proposes that those wishing to qualify would be required
to document their training and pass an examination related to NRC
regulations pertinent to the safe medical applications of radioactive
materials.

The candidates would submit to the ABR the same attestations of
training required for current diplomates. These training requirements are
listed on the ABR website. The requirements were developed in cooperation
with the NRC and have been approved by the NRC. Diplomates who
documents training through these attestations and/or who successfully
complete and document additional required training e.g., to complete three
1-131 thyroid therapy cases, would be eligible to proceed with a qualifying
examination.

Eligible diplomates would take a written examination devoted to
issues associated with current NRC regulations. This examination would be
created by the ABR and would consist of approximately 50 A-type questions.
This examination would be administered and scored by the ABR. The
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passing cutoff score would be determined using the Angoff approach. Those
diplomates who pass this examination then would have their ABR certificate
updated to show the term AU-eligible in the left lower corner just as was
done for the 2006 diplomates. The ABR would hope to have an examination
ready for administration by November 2007. This depends in part on when
(if) endorsement from the NRC is received.

We look forward to NRC comments on this proposal.

Sincerely,

Philip 0. Alderson, MD

President, ABR

Robert R. Hattery, MD

Executive Director
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