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Summary: Ki provided the following information:

- A physicist is typically in the OR during prostate implant cases (Pd-103
and Cs-131 are used).  On the date of this event, a physicist was not in
the OR.  Typical practice is for the patient’s foley catheter to be removed
just prior to discharge from the hospital, after which a physicist surveys
the foley catheter and the patient.  

- Two Cs-131 implants were performed on the date of this event.  The
radiation oncologist performed appropriate surveys for the first case.  For
the second case, the urologist apparently removed and discarded the
foley catheter earlier than usual and it was not surveyed.  The seed was
found in the discarded foley catheter. [reviewer’s note: the fact that the
seed was found in the foley catheter appears to indicate that the seed
was excreted in the patient’s urine]

- The licensee has updated their procedures to require a physicist to
perform surveys after each prostate implant.  The licensee will also
radiograph the patient in the OR and count seeds.

- Survey instruments used are a Ludlum 3 with pancake GM, as well as
a “seedfinder” unit with GM.  Ki said he will ask his management to
approve purchase of a sodium iodide probe to increase sensitivity of
detection for low-energy implant sources.

- Based on a telephone conversation with Willie Lee of Region I, licensee
is aware that this event does not meet the reporting requirements of 10
CFR 20.2201 [reviewer’s note: App. C value for Cs-131 is 1000 uCi.  
Source activity was less than 10 x App. C and was not still missing after
30 days].  Therefore a 30-day written report is not required and will not
be submitted.  The licensee will maintain their written report on file for
review during their next NRC inspection.
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